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HE convention season is now in full swing, several meet- 
ings having occurred last week, and other important 
gatherings being scheduled for this week. Probably the 
one about which most interest centers is that which was to be 
held yesterday, and which was expected to determine the fate 
of the Eastern Union. It seemed to be a foregone conclusion, 
in the minds of some prominent underwriters, that it was im- 
possible to save the Union; but if it is dissolved, it is hoped 
that another, and a better and more comprehensive organiza- 
tion, will ultimately be formed to embrace the purposes of the 
Eastern Union, with others in addition. In the meanwhile, 
however, demoralized conditions will probably prevail, which, 
it had been hoped, could be avoided. 





T last the worm has turned, and the South-Eastern Un- 
derwriters Association has voted to retaliate upon 
municipalities which levy excessive taxes and fees upon fire 
insurance companies and agents. The principle of percent- 
age taxation is favored, as against the charging of flat fees 
without regard to the volume of business done, and the action 
of the Association is designed to place taxation upon a fairer 
basis in this respect. The sensational arrest of officers and 
committeemen while attending the annual meeting at Hot 
Springs, Va., last week, at the instance of the authorities of 
Newport News, because of an increase in rates at that place 
to offset heavy taxation, has apparently only served to 
strengthen the Association’s determination to protect the com- 
panies from unjust charges. Some companies have already 
suspended their agencies in Newport News, and others may 
decide to do likewise. The method adopted at Newport News 
will not prove advantageous to the citizens of that city, and 
the sooner the public learns that lesson the better it will be for 
all concerned. 





HE movement inaugurated sometime since to secure a 
safe and sane celebration of the coming Fourth of 

July has taken root in various sections of the country, and 
it is probable that the sale of firecrackers, toy pistols and 
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other dangerous noise-makers will be very much restricted. 
The authorities in New York City have taken the lead in 
this matter, and the sale of fire works has been forbidden 
as a general thing. Numerous other cities have taken active 
measures, and 1910 bids fair to inaugurate a more respect- 
able and less fatal means of celebrating this national anni- 
versary in future than it has been in the past. The senseless 
use of these distracting noise-makers have led to so many 
cases of fatal injuries, not to mention the serious maiming 
of thousands of persons, that it is high time that prohibitive 
measures should be taken to prevent such disasters in the 
future. Manufacturers of fireworks and importers of Chi- 
nese firecrackers, in conjunction with the small boys of the 
country, are about the only ones who would like to stick to 
the death-dealing manner of celebrating the eventful Fourth 
of July. 





F any playwright is in search of a topic for a comic opera, 
he should go to Albany and watch the proceedings of the 
State Legislature. There is sufficient absurd and ridiculous 
material in the proceedings of that body to make a most 
catching farce or comic opera. Take, for instance, the action 
in regard to the legislative graft inquiry. The investigation 
made a few weeks since by Superintendent Hotchkiss regard- 
ing certain insurance matters pointed inevitably to the con- 
clusion that the companies had been blackmailed for several 
years by certain legislators and their henchmen, the lobbyists. 
The Superintendent’s investigation came to a sudden halt, 
with the recommendation that a thorough investigation of 
the subject be made by the legislature. Governor Hughes 
sent a special message to the legislature asking for such an 
investigation, and a resolution was introduced to that effect, 
in the Assembly. The whole matter was held up for several 
weeks, but finally the resolution was so amended that under 
its provisions industrial insurance companies were to be in- 
vestigated and legislative graft slurred over or evaded en- 
tirely. In this shape it went to the Senate and has been 
held there for some time. Meanwhile, the press of the coun- 
try, voicing public opinion, has demanded that the investiga- 
tion of legislative graft should be prosecuted and condemning 
members of both Houses for seeking to divert public attention 
from the legislature to the industrial insurance companies. 
In the Senate, on Thursday last, Senator Hinman, who had 
been ‘especially criticised by the papers in his county, in a 
forceful speech scored the members for their evident attempts 
to hoodwink the public by emasculating the graft inquiry 
resolution and seeking to make the insurance companies the 
scapegoat of the proposed investigation. He stated most 
emphatically that the resolution in the shape then before the 
Senate bore unmistakable evidence of corruption, and that 
the attempt to deceive the public was evident upon its face. 
His denunciation of this trickery was most emphatic and 
unanswerable, although one or two Senators attempted to reply 
to him, Senator Cobb being especially prominent in the dis- 
cussion. The resolution went to the finance committee, which 
held a meeting on the same evening in the endeavor to lick 
it into shape for further consideration by the Senate, but 
it finally passed that body with all the objectionable features 
included. The anxiety of the members of the legisature to 
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prevent any inquiry as to the graft proceedings of its former 
or present members is ludicrous in the extreme, but the sub- 
ject having been given so much prominence, the public will 
not be satisfied until a committee to investigate legislative 
graft exclusively shall have been appointed and entered upon 
its work. Such committee will have its hands full without 
attempting to investigate any one company or any class of 
companies. If such investigation outside of the Insurance 
Department is deemed necessary, it should be done by a com- 
mittee appointed for that express purpose. The two investi- 
gations are so entirely distinct that an attempt to merge them 
is simply to confound the graft issue, in which the public is 
is at present especially interested. 





THE COMBINED DEATH AND EXPENSE RATE. 


N the accompanying table a showing is made of the com- 
| bined outgo for death claims and expenses by twenty- 
four life insurance companies taken as a percentage of the 
mean insurance in force. A period of twenty years from 
1890 to 1909 inclusive is covered, not only year by year 
but with averages by five-year periods and for the entire 
twenty years. The figures have been taken from the annual 
reports submitted to the New York Insurance Department, 
but only companies transacting ordinary business solely have 
been included. A life insurance company’s primary object 
is to pay death losses, and as expenses must be incurred to 
keep the organization going and to procure new business, 
it follows that these two items are among the most important 
entering into the annual statements. The mortality element 
is, of course, not under the control of the companies and 
varies greatly with the several companies according to the 
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years the material reduction in management expenses has 
served to greatly reduce the percentages shown by this table, 
although it is now evident that the minimum economies in 
this direction have been reached. It is therefore apparent 
that the average now established will be affected hereafter 
mainly by mortality fluctuations. 


LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS 


IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK 


H. D. Huffaker, president and manager of the Inter-State Life and 
Accident Company, now organizing at Chattanooga, Tenn., was in 
New York during the past week. This company will have a paid-up 
capital of $200,000, and expects to start business about July 1. It is 
probable that this full sum will not be paid in on the date on which it 
begins transactions, but as soon as possible the entire capital will be 
paid up. 

The Right Hon. Lord Eversleigh, P. C., has been appointed in suc- 
cession to the late Viscount Selby as a trustee of the fund, amounting 
to $300,000, deposited in England for the protection of the New York 
Life Insurance Company’s policyholders and annuities in that country. 

George T. Wilson, vice-president of the Equitable Life, sails for 
Europe on June 1, to attend the annual meeting of the company’s 
agents in London. 

President Hegeman of the Metropolitan and Mrs. Hegeman sailed 
last week on the “Lusitania” for a vacation of several months on the 
Continent. 














CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Bernard Goldsmith has been appointed Cook county agent for the 
Home Life of New York, taking effect June 1. T. M. Husband be- 
comes general agent for Northern Illinois, exclusive of Cook county, 
with headquarters in Chicago, taking effect May 15. Mr. Goldsmith 
was formerly manager for the Germania Life in Milwaukee, and for 





average age of the insurance in force. During the past few 


THE CoMBINED DEATH AND EXPENSE RATE PER CENT OF MEAN INSURANCE IN FORCE OF TWENTY-FOUR LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


FROM 1890 TO 


1909, INCLUSIVE. 
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COMPANIES. 1890 | 1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 | 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899 
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| 








tna Life...........2.- 2.12 | 2.29 | 2.54 | 2.29 | 214 | 2 2.09 | 2.37 | 2.19 | 2.30 
Berkshire. ...........--- 2.09 | 1.97 | 2.08 | 1.81 | 1.89 | I 6 | 1.89 | 1.82 | 2.14 | 2.07 
Connecticut General... | 2.11 | 2.19 | 2.03 | 1.97 | 2.04 | 1.93 | 2.09 | 1.95 | 1.65 | 1.75 
Connecticut Mutual. .... 2.95 | 2.98 | 3.16 | 3.06 | 3.19 | 3-19 | 3-34 | 3-45 | 3-24 | 3-4 
Equitable, New York.... ©.3 | ¢.20 2.26 | 2.07 | 2.08 | 2.18 | 2.25 | 2.20 | 2.25 | 2.3 
Germania .............- 2.67 | 2.91 | 2.78 | 2.69 | 2.64 | 2.59 | 2. 2.45 | 2.49 | 2.82 
Home Life ............. ois | 58 2.95 | 2.66 | 2.85 | 2.61 . 2.55 | 2.61 | 2.57 


3-08 2.86 3-36 | 3-14 


padeeeneseene 92 | 2. .IX | 3.06 | 3. I 
Spee me gol boy a be : pe Gee 1.95 | 1.81 | 2.15 | 2.21 


Massachusetts Mutual...| 2.22 | 2.11 | 2.19 | 2.05 | 2.08 | 1.93 


1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 





2.29 | 2.25 | 2.21 | 2.17 | 2.18 | 2.19 | 2.12 | 2.02 
1.93 | 2.22 | 2.07 | 1.85 | 1.80 | 2.22 | 2.07 | 1.97 
2.00 | 1.72 | 1.96 | 1.98 | 2.07 | 2.12 | 1.88 | 1.40 
3-50 | 3-43 | 3-34 | 3-60 | 3.80 | 3.46 | 3-35 | 3.40 
2.36 | 2.36 | 2.28 | 2.43 | 2.29 | 2.21 | 2.13 | 2.16 


2.57 | 2.69 | 2.50 | 2.61 | 2.64 | 2.59 | 2.40 | 2.32 
s ‘ ; 2.20 | 2.41 | 2.10 
3-10 | 3.20 | 3.12 | 3.12 | 2.95 | 2.91 | 3.00 | 2.77 
1.87 | 2.16 | 1.86 | 1.80 | 1.90 | 2.08 | 1.79 | 1.73 
2.25 | 2.61 | 2.37 | 2.15 | 2.21 | 2.30 | 2.21 | 2. 


2.58 | 2.62 | 2.58 | 2.54 | 2.55 | 2.35 | 2.10 | 2.20 


2.03 1.98 1.96 1.92 | 1.90 | 2.04 1.98 1.87 
2.19 | 2.27 | 2.36 | 2.47 | 2.22 | 2.26 | 2.11 | 202 
2.20 | 2.20 | 2.18 | 2.12 | 2 21 | I.99] 1.72 | 1.69 


. 1.73 | 1.76 | 1.79 | 1.69 | 1.64 
2.14 | 2.28 | 2.04 | 1.86 | 1.95 | 2.04 | 1.89 | 1.93 
a 2.54 | 2.26 | 2.52 | 2.39 | 2.45 | 2.38 | 2.05 
1.70 | 1.60 | 1.68 | 2 00| 1.59 | 1.65 | 1 67 | 1.87 
1.96 | 1.89 | 1.65 | 2.16 | 1.85 | 2.12 | 1.75 | 1.81 


2.20 | 2.11 | 1.78 | 2.05 | 2.03 | 2.25 | 1.96 | 1.79 
1.67 | 1.68 | 1.65 | 1.58] 1.70 | 1.61 | 1.73 | 1.64 
2.54 | 2.62 | 2.50 | 2.39 | 2.54 | 2.29 | 2.33 | 1.83 
2.75 | 2.90 | 2.78 | 2.59 | 2.87 | 2.95 | 2.56 | 2.64 





1909 
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2.36 
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2.92 
1.72 
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1.52 
1.80 
2.23 
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1.85 
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1890 
1894 


2.19 
1.95 
1.96 
3-97 
2.17 


275 
2.65 


2.12 
1.88 


2.60 
2.45 


2.24 
2.29 


1.72 
2.14 
3-55 


1.60 
1.84 


1.45 
3.13 


2.75 | 2.72 




















Michigan Mutual........| 1.85 | 1.96 | 1 89 | 1-81 | 1.93 | 1.71 | 2.13 | 2.44 | 2.15 | 2.23 
Mutual of New York.... 2.63 2.50 | 2.54 | 2.77 | 2.60 | 2.63 | 2.54 | 2.53 | 2.50 | 2.79 
Mutual Benefit.......... 2.48 | 2.50 | 2.48 | 2.50 | 2.37 | 2-49 |.2.31 | 2.33 | 2.21 | 2.39 
National Life........... 2.07 | 2 22 | 2.05 | 1.05 | 1.79 | 2.35 | I-91 | 1.96 | 2.05 | 2.28 
New England........... 2.49 | 2.26 | 2.11 | 2.30 | 2.09 | 2.14 | 2 29 | 2.36 | 2.27 | 2.35 
New York Life.......... 2.44 | 2.22 | 2.41 | 2.28 | 2.10 | 2.09 | 2.15 | 2.17 | 2.10 |'2.23 
Northwestern ...........| 1.89 | 1.76 | 1.86 | 1.72 | 1.50 | 1.57 | 1-61 | 1.72 | 1.74 | 1.85 
Penn Mutual........... 2.31 | 2.14 | 2.13 | 2.10 | 2.07 | 2.05 | 2.15 | 2.16 | 2.07 | 2.14 
Phoenix Mutual......... 3.68 | 3.59 | 3. 90 | 3-59 | 3.08 | 3.34 | 3-06 | 2.73 | 2.84 | 3.04 
Provident L. and T...... 1.54 | 1.44 | 1.55 | 1.60 | 1.59 | 1.44] 1.71 | 1.60 | 1.81 | 1.71 
State Mutual, Mass..... 1.79 | 1.99 |.1.98 | 1.84 | 1.88 | 1.78 | 1.77 | 1.86 1.90 | 2.01 
Travelers ............... 1.81 | 1.73 | 1.82 { 1.72 | 1.71 | 2.19 | 1.66 | 1.74 | 1.71 | 2.14 
Union Central.......... 2.31 | 2.00 | 1.93 | 1.96 | 1.88 | 1.86 | 1.83 | 1.84 | 1.84 | 1.85 
Union Mutual........... 3.20 | 3.02 | 3.33 | 3-11 | 2.92 | 2.94 | 2.46 | 2.79 | 2.79 | 2.68 
United States...........| 2.89 | 2.77 | 2. 2.85 | 2.55 | 2.43 | 3-00 | 2.58 | 2.62 | 3.08 
Averages (24 cos.)..... m 
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several years has been the representative of the New York Life in 
Germany, with headquarters at Berlin. Mr. Husband has been with 
the Mutual Life of New York in the Dakotas for a number of years. 

The Modern Life of Indiana, organized by Jasper E. Brady, formerly 
with the Federal Life, is handling Illinois through headquarters at 
Decatur, preferring to develop the rural districts before attempting to 
do business under the increased expense inevitable in Chicago. 

The Illinois Life, which has made May “President’s Month” in 
honor of President J. W. Stevens, and has called upon its agents to 
produce $2,325,000 during the month, set Monday, May 23, as “Million 
Dollar Day,” and asked its agents to write that amount in a single day. 

The new reinsurance bureau of the Surety Association of America 
seeks to devise a systematic method of dividing reinsurance among the 
companies in a way that will satisfy the individual members. Man- 
ager Strycker plans to base the reinsurance allotted to each company 
on the amount it turns into the bureau. Companies which do not 
write one class of bonds will be given an equal amount of premiums 
in some other line. The surety reinsurance premiums last year 
amounted to $900,000. 

The United Surety Company and L. S. Joseph, manager of its bank 
burglary department for the West, agree in denying the published 
statement that Mr. Joseph’s contract with the company has been an- 
nulled. He continues to represent it as resident vice-president and 
manager of the branch office, in charge of the burglary insurance in 
eleven Western and Southern States. 

H. H. Ward, formerly manager for the State Mutual Life at Cleve- 
land, and a former president of the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, who left the life insurance field several years ago, has 
returned as manager for the Pacific Mutual Life in the Pacific North- 
west. 

Davis & Farley have resigned as general agents for the Federal 
Union Surety in Northern Ohio to take the Massachusetts Bonding 
for the same field. 

Inspectors for life insurance companies say that there has been a 
remarkable increase in the number of suicide cases during the past 
few weeks, and are able to attribute this only to fear of the comet and 
its effect upon disordered minds. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Although nothing has been made public as yet it is understood that 
the head of one of the largest house furnishing concerns in Boston 
will succeed the late John W. Wheeler as president of the Boston 
Mutual Life. 

The members of the Boston Life Underwriters Association held an 
informal smoke talk in the City Club last Friday, the subject assigned 
for discussion being partnership and business insurance. President 
Edward March occupied the chair, there being about fifty present. 
H. N. Haven, Pheenix Mutual; John A. Voodry, Mutual Benefit ; 
Percy V. Baldwin, Travelers; Albert H. Curtis, New England Mutual, 
and R. P. Fuller, Equitable of Springfield, were the principal speakers. 
The choice of the room in the City Club was unfortunate, the barn- 
like structure, fashioned out of the attics of the club house, being 
very unsuitable for such a gathering. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


Frederick J. Shaeffer, as the representative here of the Public 
Health and Accident Association of Wilmington, Del., was held by 
Magistrate Gallagher, on Tuesday of last week, on charges preferred 
by Clinton A. Sowers, attorney for Deputy Examiner William H. 
Hazlett of the State Insurance Department. It was testified that 
Shaeffer had issued 60,000 policies of insurance, principally against 
accident, in the association mentioned, which had never been licensed, 
and that he himself was the company which he claimed to represent. 
Mr. Hazlett stated that he had had the association under investigation 
for six months, and had found many cases in which persons had paid 
the first premiums for insurance but had been unable to get policies 
from Shaeffer. The charges were conspiring to defraud under false 
pretenses and soliciting insurance without a license, but Shaeffer 
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alleged that the whole proceeding was in the nature of a persecution by 
rival insurance companies, and claimed to believe that he had the right 
to do business pending the granting of a license, which, he said, had 
been applied for. 

Jacob Hake has been appointed general agent of the Manhattan 
Life at Reading, Pa. 


A special meeting of the stockholders of the Enterprise Casualty 
will be held at the office of the company, in the Land Title building, on 
July 5, 1910, to take action on the proposed increase of the capital 
stock from $100,000 to $1,000,000. 

The Columbus Securities Company, the holding corporation for the 
Union National Accident and Empire Casualty of this State, and the 
Columbus Casualty of Ohio, has appointed Dr. R. L. Smith second 
vice-president. He was until he resigned a few weeks ago vice- 
president of the Standard Mutual Life at its head offices at Pittsburg. 


Dr. Oliver P. Rex, chief medical director of the Penn Mutual Life, 
and long prominent in the leading medical circles of Philadelphia, died 
at sea on May 15 while returning from Europe. He was born in 1840; 
a Civil War veteran and for many years a lecturer in Jefferson Medical 
College. 

Mark B. Lockyer, general agent of the Illinois Life for this city, 
has surpassed the record of Lawrence Woods of the Equitable at 
Pittsburg for the first four months of the year. Mr. Lockyer wrote 
$1,513,000 paid-for new business, the first year’s premiums of which 
amounted to $48,265. 

As a result of the investigation by the New Jersey State Bureau of 
Labor Statistics into the question of employers’ liability to workmen, 
a report will shortly be forwarded to the commission recently ap- 
pointed by Governor Fort to draft a bill to be presented to the next 
session of the legislature, recommending that the responsibility for 
accidents be placed between the employer, the workmen and the State, 
each to contribute to a fund for the maintenance of those deprived of 
support through the killing of workmen, and to support those maimed 
in the industrial arts, as well as to pay the damages resulting to those 
workmen who are not so unfortunate, yet who are injured. 

The Employers’ Indemnity of Philadelphia has issued a new form 
of contract known as the “Ideal Employers’ Liability Policy,” a promi- 
nent feature of which is the elimination of the first aid provision which 
has been usual to such contracts in the past, and which has been the 
cause of many disputes between policyholders and companies. 


President Jones of the Pittsburg-Buffalo Coal Company, who is a 
large stockholder in the Pittsburg Casualty, has taken out accident 
policies in that company on his employees, numbering about 2500, and 
it is believed that all of them will avail themselves of the benefits 
offered by the plan, the arrangement under which is that Mr. Jones 
will pay the first month’s premium and one additional premium on 
condition that the men themselves thereafter keep up the payments. 

Frederick J. Schaeffer, who as head of the Public Health Accident 
Association of Wilmington, with offices in Philadelphia, is charged 
with ten violations of the insurance laws of this State, waived a 
hearing before Magistrate Gallagher, and was bound over for court. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Albany Legislative News. 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Senate has passed the bill of Senator Agnew, providing that none 
of the provisions of the insurance law shall apply to any corporation 
organized under the laws of any State or Territory of the United States 
solely for the purpose of providing for the support or relief of the 
priests, clergy or ministers of any religious denomination, or for the 
support or relief of those dependent .on them. 

The Assembly has passed the bill of Assemblyman Walters, amending 
the penal law in relation to misconduct by officers and directors of life 
or casualty insurance corporations, upon the co-operative or assess- 
ment plan, or of fraternal beneficiary societies, orders or associations. 
It prohibits such officials to sell their positiors or to accept, directly or 
indirectly, any valuable consideration for their resignation. The 
offense is made a felony if the consideration is more than $500, and a 
misdemeanor if less. This bill has been favorably reported by the 
Senate committee. 

Governor Hughes has signed the bill of Assemblyman A. F. Allen, 
providing that no corporation shall be formed and no license issued by 
the Superintendent of Insurance after July 1 to insurance companies 
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insuring their lives of domestic animals on the co-operative or assess- 
ment plan. 

The Senate has amended two of the Department’s insurance bills, 
and they have been placed as amended on the order of third reading. 

The bill relating to fraternal organizations, introduced by Senator 
Grattan, was originally designed to bring these organizations under the 
same supervision of the Department as all other classes of insurance 
companies. It was amended so as to leave the law as it is now—which 
leaves such organizations under only the supervision provided for by 
article 7. If the bill were to be enacted into law in its latest amended 
form, the Orders of Eagles, Elks and the Catholic Benevolent Leagues 
would be exempt from all supervision by the Department. 

The Allen bill relating to plate glass insurance allowed such com- 
panies also to insure goods behind the glass, against damage resulting 
from the breaking of the glass, as well as the insurance of the glass 
itself. As amended in the Senate, the provision was stricken out, allow- 
ing the insurance by such companies of goods behind the glass. 

The Assembly has passed the bill of Assemblyman Allen, amending 
article 2 of the insurance law so far as the same is applicable to life 
insurance companies generally. 


Albany, May 24. LANCASTER. 





—The Conservative Life of Wheeling has opened a Pittsburg office with A, A. 
Smith in charge as general agent. 

—The Security Mutual shows a comparative aggregate increase of 38% per 
cent on submitted business, 48 per cent on approved business and 84% per 
cent on paid-for business for the first four months of this year over each corre- 
sponding month of last year. 

—Lawrence C. Woods, leading Equitable producer fin the world for the 
first four months of 1910, wrote in that period new first-year premiums of about 
$40,000. In the last ten years Mr. Woods has alone placed on the books of 
the Equitable insurance amounting to over $6,000,000. 

—The Total Abstinence Department of the Security Mutual in new paid-for 
and net gain of insurance in force shows a ratio of increase for the first four 
months of this year which if maintained for the remaining eight months will 
add $1,000,000 to the insurance in force in that class for the year. 





THE WEST. 





United States Life and Endowment Company Reinsured. 


The insurance in force of the United States Life Endowment Company 
of Chicago, which went into the hands of a receiver last week, has been 
reinsured in the Western Life Indemnity Company of Chicago. Four 
reinsurance propositions were submitted to the meeting of policyholders, 
which had been called for that purpose before the receivership was 
decided upon. Three of these came from legal reserve companies—the 
Federal, Union and LaSalle, all of Chicago—while the Western Life 
Indemnity Company, being on the assessment basis, was not compelled 
under the law to impose a lien for reserves and so was able to make a 
more attractive offer. It was accepted by a vote of 1574 to 4. The 
Western Life Indemnity takes over the business in force under two 
options. The first gives the member as much insurance at his attained 
age as the premium formerly paid will provide under the regular rates 
of the Western. The section option gives them insurance under any of 
the company’s forms, provided they can show insurability at the age 
when they joined the original company, this giving them a concession 
of several years in rate. For the business the Western pays 30 per 
cent of the first year’s premiums on the first option and 50 per cent on 
the second option. Although the membership has fallen off rapidly dur- 
ing the recent troubles of the company, it had 6127 members pay- 
ing monthly instalments up to very recently. During the morning the 
directors met and removed from office President E. C. Kingsbury. 





The Tuberculosis War at Seattle. 


H. C. Henry, president of the Northern Life Insurance Company of 
Seattle, Wash., who was recently elected to the presidency of the King 
County Anti-Tuberculosis League, has shown himself more than in 
sympathy with this new movement. He has recently given $100,000 for 
a sanitorium and tract of land as a memorial to his son, who died of 
tuberculosis. Mr. Henry has long been prominent in the Northwest 
as a capitalist, and evidence of his popularity is shown by the result of 
a recent ten weeks’ campaign undertaken by the agency force of the 
Northern Life in his honor, when more than half a million of new 
business was written. 





Ohio Observations. 
{FRoM OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


School Director Orr of Cleveland has notified all contractors that 
hereafter their bonds must cover the full amount of the contracts, 
instead of fifty per cent as in the past. He says that the bonding com- 
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panies have been basing their premiums upon the amount of the con- 
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tract and not the amount of the bond, and that, therefore, the city had 
as well to be indemnified in the full amount. However, he fails to realize 
that the bonding company is in reality carrying the entire risk for 
the greater part of the time, even if the face of the bond does call for 
half the amount. Another rule that he has promulgated is that com- 
panies issuing bonds on school contracts must have a capital stock of 
at least $500,000. 

The Norris employers’ liability bill has been made a law in Ohio 
by the signature of Governor Harmon. It abolishes the fellow-servant 
doctrine as to particular classes, as well as the idea of assumed risk, 
and in their places establishes the doctrine of comparative negligence. 
Where an employer violates the statute relating to safeguarding 
machinery and an employee is injured, the fact that the employee knew 
of the unsafe condition of the machinery does not release the em- 
ployer from liability. Contributory negligence is reduced to one of 
degree, and the amount of damages may be regulated to some extent 
by the evidence on this point. In case only children or only a widow 
survive the death by accident of the husband or father, the maximum 
amount that can be recovered is $10,000; but in the case of both widow 
and children, the amount is increased to $12,000. An insurance offset is 
provided by the bill amounting to the sum the employer has contributed 
in that way. 

Governor Harmon approved a portion of the Mooney bill relating to 
liability insurance and vetoed the remainder, the first time the right to 
separate a bill in this way has been used. The portion retained gives 
the injured person, after recovery of judgment, all the rights of the 
employer under his policy, and also preserves to representatives of a 
deceased employee the same right of action the employee himself 
would have had. The portion taken out of the bill declared it unlawful 
for any corporate or individual employer to accept a policy with the 
condition that it be void in case of the employer’s insolvency, and made 
the insurer liable notwithstanding a condition of insolvency on the part 
of the insured concern. The Governor said that no reputable company 
would issue a policy without that condition except at rate that would 
be prohibitory. 

John W. Crooks, for ten years connected with the office of the Super- 
intendent of Insurance as examiner, has resigned to become assistant 
secretary of the Western and Southern Life of Cincinnati. Mr. Crooks’ 
experience qualifies him well for the position he will occupy with the 
company under its new control. 

The Superintendent of Insurance of the State of New York has 
appointed a real estate company at Toledo to go over all the loans 
made by life companies in that city, with a view to ascertaining whether 
loans are excessive. The company is also to make a report on the 
character of the property given as security as well as some other fea- 
tures that combine to make the loans safe. 

Cincinnati agents will go to the annual convention of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters at Detroit, with the intention of 
landing the meeting next year for their own city. Great interest has 
been taken in the work at Cincinnati of late, and the men are pre- 
pared to make a hard fight for the convention. W. A. R. Bruehl, S. P. 
Ellis, Collin Ford, Ralph Holterhoff, J. W. Iredell, Jr., M. W. Mack 
and John L. Shuff have been named as delegates to the Detroit con- 
vention, while O. W. Bair, Isaac Bloom, Charles E. Logan, John A. 
Ringold, Frank Simpson, S. Strauss and Louis Wirth have been 
appointed alternates. 

The explosion of a battery of seven boilers in the plant of the Ameri- 
can Sheet & Tin Plate Company at Canton, Ohio, recently, with its 
resultant destruction of life and property, has stirred up the people 
of the State, and, in all probability, a rigid inspection law will be 
enacted by the next legislature. Because of the lax laws in that State, 
it has been asserted that it has been used as a dumping ground for 
boilers which would not pass inspection in other States. Francis B. 
Allen, vice-president of the Hartford Steam Boiler Insurance and 
Inspection Company, spent some days in Canton last week, making an 
investigation as to the causes of the explosion. He was also called to 
testify as an expert before the coroner’s jury. Osborne Monnett, one 
of the editors of Power, testified that the cutting-in of one of the 
boilers, before it had been heated su(‘ficiently, caused the explosion. 
Whatever the cause, it was a most disastrous explosion and indicates 
that a closer inspection should be made of all boilers in use. 

Cleveland, May 21. CUYAHOGA. 





Cincinnati and Vicinity. 
[FRomM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Supreme ‘Court of Ohio has held that if a man kills his wife he 
forfeits by that act any right of beneficiary under any life insurance 
she may carry. The case was that of Elmer G. Fillmore vs. The Metro- 
politan Life of New York. 

A test of the right of the Ohio State Superintendent of Insurance to 
refuse to recognize fraternal insurance societies is to be made in a 
suit filed in the Common Pleas Court at Cincinnati by the National 
Council of the Daughters of America of the United States of North 
America. The action is in mandamus and seeks to compel State Super- 
intendent of Insurance C. C. Lemert to certify and record articles of 
incorporation and issue a certificate authorizing the council to transact 
its business of insurance within the State. 

Life agency. appointments at Cincinnati: Aétna—A. W. Schell. 
Mutual, N. Y.—P. A. Lajoye. North Western Mutual—I. H. Schoolfield. 
Travelers—H. J. Mitchell and J. B. Coombs. 

The Ohio Legislature have passed a bill permitting companies to re- 
serve on twenty-year endowments on the preliminary term plan. The 
bill is awaiting the Governor’s signature. 

The Independent Order of Puritans, Pittsburg, has reinsured the 
business of the Washington Life and Annuity. 

The Security Mutual have made the following appointments in Ken- 
tucky: Locker and Cummings, general agents at Hopkinsville; H. E. 
Holton & Co., district managers in the western part of the State, head- 
quarters at Murray; L. G: Borschneck, formerly general agent of the 
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Penn Mutual, as general agent at Louisville; Fish & Pennington, special 
agents at Stanford, and Blackwell & Royalty special agents at Dixon. 

At the annual meeting of the Cincinnati Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion a few days ago a practical reorganization took place. A new con- 
stitution was adopted and the agents decided to go to work in earnest 
to resist all attacks made upon legitimate companies and endeavor to 
elevate the business in every way possible. The officers elected are as 
follows: President, W. A. R. Bruehl; vice-president, Samuel Ellis; 
secretary, J. W. Mackelfresh; treasurer, J. W. Kirgin. 


Cincinnati, May 21. BUCKEYE. 





—The National Life Association of Des Moines will enter Kentucky. 

—The Des Moines Life of Des Moines is preparing to enter the State of 
Wyoming. 

—The New Mexico National Life of Roswell, New Mexico, expects to begin 
business about July 1. 

—W. G. Conrad, a prominent financier of Helena, has accepted the newly 
organized Montana Life. . 

—For the first time in many years the birth rate for the first four months 
of the year has exceeded the death rate in Indianapolis. 


—The Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company has issued a very attractive 
and artistic programme and itinerary of the Second Challenge Cup Convention to 
be held June 7 to 15. : 

—The Western States Life of San Francisco, which has about completed 
organization, will, as soon as practicable after commencing business, enter Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, Texas, Arizona and New Mexico. 


—As a complimentary surprise to General Manager of Agencies J. L. Babler 
during his three weeks’ absence visiting the Western agencies, the International 
Life made the splendid production of $831,000 of business, of which $684,000 
was sent in with checks in full payment to the company. 


—The Life Underwriters Association of Los Angeles will give a banquet on 
the evening of May 28 to J. W. Whittington, president of the National Asso- 
ciation, who is returning to his home after a four months’ tour of the asso- 
ciations all over the country. 


—W. H. Cunningham, general manager of the Continental Life Insurance and 
Investment Company, has been visiting the Colorado State manager, Chas. M. 
Reich. The company was admitted to the State in March and is already doing 
a satisfactory amount of business, 


—Whether the Register Life Insurance Company of Iowa, a mutual concern, 
can sell non-participating policies under the Iowa statutes is a question that 
has been put up to State Auditor Bleakly and Chief Clerk Byrkit. No ruling 
has as yet been handed down by the Department. 


—The West Coast Life of San Francisco, at a special meeting held May 16, 
voted to increase its capital stock from $250,000 to $350,000, sold at a sufficient 
premium to increase the company’s surplus by even a larger amount, and adds 
a quarter of a million dollars to its funds. President Henry J. Crocker announces 
that every share of stock (in fact an over-subscription) of this issue has already 
been placed, and the entire amount is now subject to the call of the secretary. 
The turning point has now been reached and the drain of investing to build up 
the company has now been met and overcome. With the increased capital and 
the large surplus it will be enabled to broaden out on conservative lines. 


—Judge McPherson of the Circuit Court of the United States for 
the Southern District of Iowa, in the case of Watson vs. National 
Life of the United States of America, has rendered a decree in 
favor of the company. Watson attacked a reinsurance contract made by 
the National Life with the National Life and Trust Company of Des Moines 
some years ago. His bill of complaint contained many allegations, and the 
company denied all which threw any discredit whatever on the companies or 
questioned the validity of the transfer of the business from the Iowa company. 
Judge McPherson sustains the company in every contention, has dismissed the 
case with prejudice and taxed the costs against the plaintiff Watson. 





THE SOUTH. 





Kentucky and Indiana News. 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Court of Appeals has handed down a decision in the case of 
Clarence Rupp against the Western Life Indemnity Company. Rupp 
sued to recover the value of two $1000 policies on the life of his uncle, 
George McCormack, payment on which had been refused by the company 
on the ground that Rupp has no insurable interest, and that he knew 
nothing of the issuance of the policies, of which he was made the 
beneficiary. The lower court upheld this contention on the ground that 
the policies constituted wagering insurance, and that accordingly they 
were against public policy. The Court of Appeals reversed this verdict 
and ordered a new trial, holding that a person has a right to name any 
beneficiary he pleases. 

Carbolic acid poisoning which causes death may be an entirely 
plausible accident, according to a decision of the Court of Appeals in 
the case of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company against Hattie J. 
Maddox. The company resisted payment of the policy of $1000 on the 
life of her husband on the ground of suicide 
_ The Court of Appeals has handed down a decision declaring that the 
incontestability clause in an insurance policy is a bar to a plea of 
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fraud by the insurance company. The case was the Citizens Life of 
Kentucky against W. B. McClure, who died shortly after the second 
premium had been paid. The company asserted that Mc‘ lure died of 
tuberculosis, that he had the disease when he applied for insurance and 
denied it in his application. The defense was the clause in the policy 
that it should be incontestable on any ground after one year from date 
of issue. The court upheld this contention. 

J. A. Young, superintendent of agencies of the Fidelity Guaranty Com- 
pany, Southern agent for the Meridian Life of Indiana, has resigned. 
G. D. Crain, president of the company, has been named to succeed him 
temporarily. 

The plate-glass board of Louisville has given out the withdrawals of 
two of its companies, the New York Plate Glass and the Empire State. 
The former withdrew because a by-law was passed prohibiting a com- 
pany from turning over the expiration dates of policies written by a 
former agent to a new representative. This was done to protect the 
retiring agent of the New York Plate Glass. It is understood that 
efforts will be made to secure an adjustment of the difficulty through 
the New York offices of the companies. 

The Commissioner of Insurance has admitted to do business in this 
State the Security Casualty Company of Indianapolis, which does a 
health and accident business and has $100,000 capital. 

Willett C. Trabue has been appointed manager of agencies by the 
Inter-Southern Life of Louisville, which is at present writing insurance 
only in Kentucky. Mr. Trabue was formerly connected with the Scran- 
ton Life of Pennsylvania and with the Commonwealth of Louisville. 

Fraud in the application does not enable the insurance company to 
escape payment of the policy, according to a decision handed down by 
the Court of Appeals. The case arose in connection with the suit of 
the Southern States Mutual against Mamie Herlihy of Louisville. The 
company refused to pay on two policies of $4000 on the life of Mary 
Herlihy, her mother, on the ground that false statements as to health, 
etc., were made in the application. The court says: ‘““‘We have uniformly 
ruled that the application, unless made part of the policy by being 
incorporated, is not competent evidence. The admission of parole 
testimony would defeat the purpose of the statute.’’ 

The policy on the life of Sallie Grimes of Louisville becomes null 
and void as the result of a decision of the Court of Appeals. Sallie 
Grimes took the insurance, making Mrs. Dora Gross the beneficiary. 
When she allowed the policy to lapse, Mrs. Gross continued it by pay- 
ing the premiums, the company agreeing. On her death Mrs. Gross 
was paid the money by the insurance company, but the administrator 
of the Grimes estate sued to recover on its behalf. The court held that 
Mrs. Gross has no insurable interest and that the policy is invalid. 

Louisville, May 21. BLUEGRASS. 





—The Penn Mutual stood eighth in total business in force and total premium 
income in Arkansas for 1909. The seven agencies outranking it are much older. 

—N. F. Jackson, formerly field superintendent of the Southern States 
Life, Atlanta, has formed a partnership with G. K. Keady, formerly State 
manager of the State Life of Indiana, and will conduct a general agency of the 
first mentioned company in Montgomery, Ala. 

—At the recent .:labama primaries Frank N. Julian, Secretary of State and 
Insurance Commissioner ex-officio, won the nomination for railroad commis- 
sioner. Cyrus B. Brown also won the race for Secretary of State. As nomina- 
tion in this State is equivalent to election Mr. Brown will be the next Insur- 
ance Commissioner. 

—T. O. Lawton, Jr., general manager of the Southeastern Life, reports that 
recently a thirty-day campaign for business in Greenville, under the direction 
of C. W. Estes, general agent, resulted in about $200,000 business, which, to- 
gether with the other business secured by the company, made nearly a quarter 
of a million business for the month. This is the largest month’s business in 
the history of the company. 

—In commemoration of the thirty-fourth birthday of P. D. Gold, Jr., vice- 
president and general manager of the Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Com- 
pany, a special effort was made by the agency force under E. C. McGinniss, 
manager of the Raleigh district, which resulted in securing applications amount- 
ing to over $150,000. May 15 was the date thus signalized. The day’s work 
was characterized by The Raleigh Evening Times as probably the largest ever 
done by a southern company. 

—The Inter-Southern Life Insurance Company of Louisville, Ky., announces 
that they have secured the services of Willett C. Trabue as manager of agencies. 
Mr. Trabue was formerly the Philadelphia manager of the Scranton Life Insur- 
ance Company and was one of the organizers and the first manager of the Com- 
monwealth Insurance Company. His experience has been gained by active 
field work in the last fifteen years. He wrote $2,750,000 paid-for business 
for the Commonwealth Life Insurance Company the first fourteen months of 
the company’s existence. This business had an average premium of over $40 
per thousand and during the second year showed a lapse rate of only five per 
cent. The Inter-Southern is making preparation to enter other territory and 
has just opened an office at 562 Sheidley Building, Kansas City, Mo., under the 
management of L. A. Boll, Jr., active vice-president of the company. 





—Ira C. Edwards, a successful life insurance man in Minneapolis, has pub- 
lished a pamphlet, entitled “Objections and Answers,” designed to aid life agents 
in the prosecution of their work. The author gives sound and sensible advice 
to his fellow workers and illustrates his points by instances called from his own 
experience. The pamphlet is well calculated to afford a few hours of pleasant 
and instructive reading. It sells at sixty cents a copy and may be ordered 
through The Spectator Company. 
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MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 





ACTUARIAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA. 


Annual Meeting in New York—Instructive Papers Presented— 
The Medico=Actuarial Mortality Investigation— 
New Officers Elected. 

The annual meeting of the Actuarial Society of America was held 
at the Hotel Astor, New York, on Thursday and Friday of last week. 
There was an exceptionally large attendance, resulting in one of the 
most interesting sessions in the history of the society. At the busi- 
ness sessions, papers were presented as follows: 

Some Uses for the Hollerith Machines, Henry N. Kaufman; Reinstate- 
ment of Policies on Impaired Risks Holding Extended Term Insurance, 
Henry Moir; Life Experience of the Travelers Insurance Company, 
Hiram J. Messenger; Method of Making Mortality Investigations by 
Means of Perforated Cards, Sorting and Tabulating Machines, with 
Special Reference to the Medico-Actuarial Mortality Investigation, 
Arthur Hunter; The Rate of Cessation and Valuation of Renewal Com- 
missions, Percy C. H. Papps. 

The papers presented at the October meeting were discussed as 
follows: 

Walter S. Nichols’ paper, on Some Considerations Relative to the 
Probable Future of the Interest Rate, was discussed by Miles M. Dawson, 
William J. Graham, David E. Kilgour; that of Emory McClintock’s, on 
Annuity Reserves, by Robert Henderson; Robert Henderson's, on Valu- 
ation by Attained Age, by Edmund E. Cammack, Herbert N. Sheppard; 
Milton D. Grant’s, on Investigation of the Mortality Among Canadian 
Civil Service, by Perey C. H. Papps, Albert G. Portch, Arthur B. 
Wood; Sidney H. Pipe’s, on the Rate of Permanent Disability Amongst 
Assured Lives and the Rate of Mortality Amongst Disabled Lives, by 
Henry Moir, Arthur Hunter, Frederick H. Johnston, Benedict D. Flynn. 

At the banquet addresses were made by Mr. Huntington, president of 
the Connecticut General; Mr. DeBoer, president of the National of 
Montpelier; Mr. Craig, actuary of the Metropolitan; Mr. Perrin, as- 
sistant actuary of the Penn Mutual; Dr. Iverson, assistant actuary of 
the Danish Government. Two of these speakers pointed out the new 
problems which are facing actuaries at the present time, such as 
permanent disability benefits, health benefits, workingmen’s compensa- 
tion and old-age pensions. 

In connection with the discussion of Mr. McClintock’s paper on Annu- 
ity Reserves, two or three of the speakers referred to the extraordi- 
nary low mortality among American and Canadian annuitants, it being 
stated that the statistics of several companies show the mortality to 
be about twenty per cent lower than the best previous experience— 
that of the British annuitants. 

The principal topic at the meeting was a new mortality investigation 
which is being conducted jointly by the Actuarial Society and the 
Medical Directors Association. Mr. Hunter, secretary of the joint com- 
mittee, gave an explanation of the extent of the investigation and 
answered the various questions raised by actuaries in regard to their 
difficulties. The new investigation, which is to be called the Medico- 
Actuarial Mortality Investigation, is the first which has ever been 
conducted by actuaries and medical directors of any kind. It will deal 
with: (a) 68 groups of occupations involving hazard; (b) 76 groups of 
medical impairments; (c) 4 groups of women; (d) 2 groups of colored 
risks; (e) 4 groups of joint-life policies; (f) the necessary groups to 
provide an accurate Standard Table of Heights and Weights, and to 
determine the influence of build on longevity. 

The new investigation is a great advance on the specialized mortality 
investigation in that the groups of occupations and medical impair- 
ments are more homogeneous. The former did not take account of the 
differences in the duties of persons to any great extent; for example, a 
brewer and his employee were put in one class, whereas in the present 
investigation there will be three groups: (1) Proprietors, managers and 
superintendents; (2) clerks; (3) foremen, maltsters and journeymen. 
Similarly, the medical impairments will also be more homogeneous. 

It is also intended to investigate the mortality among women. 
Four groups have been selected, namely, (1) spinsters; (2) widows; 
(3) married women with husbands as beneficiary; (4) married women 
with other beneficiary than husband. 

One of the most important results of the investigation will be the 
determination of a new standard table of heights and weights. The 
committee intends to make a special point of obtaining the mortality 
among those who are more than twenty-five per cent overweight or 
less than fifteen per cent underweight, various groups of overweights 
and underweights being selected. 

The committee has asked the companies to have the data finished by 
It will take some time after that date before the large 
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amount of data can be sorted, tabulated and printed. The committee 
intends to use the perforated card system (Hollerith), many of the 
companies also adopting it at this time. Those in the immediate 
charge of the investigation are: Dr. H. Willard, Dr. O. H. Rogers, Dr. 
B. Symonds, Dr. E. W. Dwight, John K. Gore, A. A. Welch, E. E. 
Rhodes and Arthur Hunter, secretary. 

The new officers of the society are: President, A. A. Welch, second 
vice-president of the Phenix Mutual Life of Hartford; vice-presidents, 
W. C. McDonald, actuary of the Confederation Life of Toronto, and 
Walter S. Nichols, editor of The Insurance Monitor, New York city. 

The new council members are: E. E. Rhodes, vice-president of the 
Mutual Benefit of Newark; Henry Moir, associate actuary of the Home 
Life of New York; H. J. Messenger, actuary of the Travelers of Hart- 
ford, and Arthur B. Wood, actuary, Sun Life of Canada. 





—The American Institute of Actuaries will hold its first annual meeting in 
Chicago on June 7 and 8. 

—Owing to great demand for partnership life insurance the Aetna Life has 
gotten out a new contract which will be issued only to that class of risks. 

—It is said that the final dividend of the National Life Association of Hart- 
ford is ready for distribution and that the affairs of this’ concern are to be 
at length wound up. 


INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE 


—James F. Walsh has been placed in charge of Boston District No. 2 
of the Prudential. 


—Wm. A. Worthington has been appointed to take charge of Lancaster, 
Pa., district of the Prudential. 


—The president-general of producers in the Life Insurance Company 
of Virginia, for the week of May 9, was A. T. Summer of Union, S. C. 


—The New York Senate, last Friday, adopted the assembly resolution 
reported by the finance committee, providing for a general investiga- 
tion including industrial items. 


—The Indiana Industrial Life of Terre Haute has appointed Bernard 
Helms manager of the home office force, and Henry M. Swords super- 
intendent of Terre Haute agents. 














—The relative standing of territories in average industrial increase 
and average net ordinary issue per week per agent unattached for the 
year to the close of April in the Metropolitan was: Industrial—1, New 
England; 2, Great Western; 3, Southwestern; 4, Great Northern; 5, Big 
Four; 6, Metropolitan; 7, Keystone; 8, Southern. Ordinary—1, Great 
Western; 2, New England; 3, Big Four; 4, Great Northern; 5, Metro- 
politan; 6, Keystone; 7, Southwestern; 8, Southern. 


—The following-named persons were admitted to membership in the 
Prudential Old Guard during the week beginning April 25: Lewis J. 
Hayes, superintendent, Salisbury, Md.; Richard Grady, agency organ- 
izer, Clinton, Mass.; Raymond Newell, assistant, Trenton No. 1; Frank 
H. Holmes, assistant, Minneapolis, Minn.; Isaak Newman, agent, Chicago 
No. 9; William Feigenbutz, agent, Chicago No. 9; Howard B. Otto, agent, 
Easton, Pa.; Frank J. Bersch, agent, Sheboygan, Wis.; Samuel H. 
Cooper, agent, Terre Haute, Ind.; Calvin R. Autner, agent, Franklin, Pa. 

—The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has withdrawn its appli- 
cation to the State Commissioner of Health and the local health officer 
of the town of Somers, in Westchester, for permission to build a sani- 
tarium for the treatment of its tubercular employees, in deference to 
the sentiment expressed by the people of the City of New York in oppo- 
sition to the construction of such a sanitarium within the watershed of 
New York City. It is announced that the company is already looking 
for another site, and that no time will be lost in making an applica- 
tion for permission to build elsewhere. 


—The plan established several months ago in the West by the Metro- 
politan Life of furnishing nurses for sick policyholders has taken well 
and is gradually being extended by the company outside of the few 
large cities in which it was first established. Industrial agents of the 
company report that the service is also aiding them in securing appli- 
cations, especially among persons who come in contact with the service 
through the illness of friends and neighbors. Where visiting nurse 
associations exist, the company has changed its plan of notification, 
so that requests for a nurse are sent direct to the association, instead 
of to the company’s local office, and by it forwarded to the association, 
thus saving time. 

—Majority Leader Cobb, last week, had the Senate recommit to the 
finance committee the corruption investigating resolution, which, among 
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other things, provides for the investigation of industrial insurance. 
Senator Hinman, who represents Governor Hughes on the floor of the 
Senate, is trying to have the specific provision for an investigation of 
industrial insurance eliminated from the resolution on the ground that 
such an investigation would give the investigating committee too much 
to do. Senator Hinman has held up the adoption of the resolution since 
last week, and at his instance Senator Cobb to-day had the resolution 
recommitted to be further revamped, although it has already passed 
the assembly. Governor Hughes and Superintendent of Insurance 
Hotchkiss have officially announced that the industrial insurance field 
should be investigated, as there was no time to go into this branch of 
insurance during the Armstrong investigation. Senator Hinman’s atti- 
tude against an industrial insurance investigation has excited some 
interest. 

—The latest changes reported among Colonial ranks are: Appoint- 
ments to assistancies, W. H. Armstrong, Paterson; J. Guggenheim, 
Jersey City; T. Williams, Long Branch; L. Joyce, Newark; J. Tapfer, 
New York; E. L. Oram, Newark; C. E. Willhalm, Camden; I. Schwartz, 
Easton. The ordinary managerial leader is Mr. L. S. Brown of McKees- 
port, followed by W. J. Burn, Brooklyn; P. M. Leiffer, Hoboken; D. E. 
O’Neil, Harlem, L. Janson, Williamsburg. Manager J. I. McLeod of 
Pittsburg holds the Industrial leadership, and after him may be men- 
tioned E. Scherff, Town of Union; L. S. Brown, McKeesport; P. M. Leiffer, 
Hoboken; J. S. Hoge, Atlantic City. Assistant C. E. Patterson of Pitts- 
burg holds the Industrial record, followed by M. Weindler, Hoboken; 
E. J. Brown, Atlantic City; G. E. Field, Hoboken; J. N. Hebendahl, New 
Brunswick; A. Nixon, Town of Union; M. Cafiero, Brooklyn; W. J. 
Stock, Harlem; V. Moore, Homestead; P. W. Odiam, Pittsburg. Mr. 
G. Shuttleton of Brooklyn leads the Colonial assistancy staff in respect 
of Ordinary, and after him may be mentioned G. E. Field, Hoboken; J. L. 
McMahon, New York; V. Moore, Homestead; L. Dolan, New York; G. A. 
Parkins, Charleroi; J. A. Conway, Manayunk; C. A. Millhouse, Allen- 
town; W. J. Stock, Harlem; C. E. Patterson, Pittsburg; J. Doran, 
Williamsburg. Agent R. V. Curry of Hoboken heads the list in the 
Ordinary Department, and he is closely pressed by F. Tybesky, North 
Philadelphia; A. M. Butterweck, Allentown; A. Tiedeman, Brooklyn; 
J. Tapfer, M. Breiner, New York; G. E. Blanchard, McKeesport; C. 
Anderson, New Brunswick; G. A. Robinson, Newark; A. Urquhart, 
Hoboken. The leading agent in the Industrial Department is R. V. 
Curry of Hoboken. Following him are V. Puter, J. E. Barnett, Pitts- 
burg; F. Branthoover, Atlantic City; F. J. Molesky, Allentown; J. Feld- 
man, New Brunkwick; J. Salinger, Harrisburg; A. Newman, Trenton; 
G. E. Blanchard, Pittsburg; A. Heather, Town of Union. 


FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


A young woman who claims to be a direct descendant of the Six 
Nations, the famous Indians who inhabited the northern section of 
New York, has discovered that an Indian “gave to the world the best 
system of insurance yet discovered.” This suggests that the new <om- 
panies seeking an original title, which under the circumstances might 
be considered an appropriate tribute to the discover, might appro- 
priate the name of this wonderful old Indian, which is given as 
“Oronhiatekha.” The privilege is open to life and fire offices, but it 
might prove fatal to an accident company if its officers undertook to 
pronounce the name before a legislative committee. 

F. W. P. Rutter, general manager of the London and Lancashire 
Fire, sailed for England last Saturday on the “Celtic.” 

The nominating committee of the Fire Salvage Corps of Brooklyn 
has presented the following ticket for officers for the ensuing year: 
E. E. Pearce, president; J. G. Hilliard, vice-president; T. A. Ralston, 
treasurer; John H. Kelly, secretary. 

Newman & MacBain have been given an underwriting agency of the 
Federal of Jersey City for automobile business, and commence writing 
immediately. 

On Monday, May 23, the offices of the bureau of surveys of the New 
York Board of Fire Underwriters, including the survey and electrical 
departments, were removed to No. 123 William street, room 1100. 

The New York Board officers, committees and all, are fairly settled 
now in the new quarters on William street. The committees were 
partly removed on Friday and Saturday, and on Monday the clerks 
and heads were at work as usual. The Exchange has the whole of this 
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week to retire from the Mutual Life building and occupy its offices on 
the twelfth floor of the new building. The change has been quietly 
conducted, but involved an unusual lot of overhauling and practically 
the destruction of old-time papers and data of no possible use here- 
after. The companies all know from experience what an accumula- 
tion of old and useless records and documents means. 


John J. McKay, secretary and manager of the Atlantic National Fire 
Insurance Company of, Macon, Ga., visited New York this week after 
having attended the sessions of the South-Eastern Underwriters 
Association at Hot Springs, Va. 


The selection of a new secretary of the committee on losses and 
adjustments is now worrying the companies interested. It has not 
been decided what date will terminate the connection of Mr. Robb 
with the committee. Numerous names have been suggested, but no 
action has been taken upon any of them. The printed story that an 
amalgamation of the committee work with the general adjustment 
bureau is wholly gratuitous, and we are advised that no such amalga- 
mation is at all likely. The New York Board is too well satisfied with 
its own machinery to give it over to any other organization. 


The semi-annual report of the treasurer was presented at last week’s 
meeting of the Board. It showed total receipts for the period ending 
April 30 on fire patrol account of $112,280, with a balance carried for- 
ward from October 30 of $90,657; the expenditures were $114,767, and 
there was a cash balance of $85,143.53. The general expense account 
showed total receipts of $154,490.31 (which included a balance forward 
of $32,539), and total expenditures of $121,822. Of the receipts, the 
electric department contributed $50,716 and the loss department $47,038, 
against expenditures charged to the same committees of $26,472 and 
$49,467. Among the interesting items of expenditures for the fire 
patrol we notice one for “turkeys for Christmas,” $838.24. 


The announcement that the legislature will adjourn to-morrow, and 
that the proposed investigation of insurance companies is still the 
subject of disagreement, has not caused the companies to hang out any 
mourning emblems. 


There is a suspicion that some of the Exchange companies in this 
city are lax in the charge for endorsements and transfers which carry 
higher rates, and that brokers manage to evade the charges by shrewd 
devices in formulating such endorsements. The rule is very plain re- 
garding transfers; and where the rate on the original location is less 
than on the new location, an additional premium must be charged. 


We recently alluded to the refusal of the San Francisco Under- 
writers Association to grant certificates to New York brokers entitling 
them to commissions. We are informed that the brokerage committee 
last week turned down an application from a broker in San Francisco 
for a New York certificate, on the principle of retaliation. 

Daily reports from the West are constantly reaching the agency 
companies showing remarkable rates in sprinklered concrete risks. 
One of the latest is from Minneapolis, where the tariff rate quoted on 
a wholesale drygoods risk is eighteen cents. This beats New York. 


It is estimated that the amount of fire insurance on furs in storage 
effected in the last sixty days in this city is upward of five million 
dollars. ‘ 

The Eastern mutuals invaded Newark, N. J., lately, and carried off 
the lines required on the property of the Newark Tube and Box Com- 
pany for several hundred thousand dollars. The stock companies, 
under the restricted schedule, fixed the rate at fifteen cents per annum. 
The mutuals made a much better offer and got the business. Yet there 
are politicians who prate of monopoly and combination to control the 
business of fire insurance in this country! 

Upon the adjournment of the New York Board last week, the 
various standing committees held informal “stand-up” meetings and 
re-elected their old chairmen for another year. 

There is a general expression of satisfaction that the services of 
E. R. Hardy are to be retained by the Exchange under Willis O. Robb. 
The pro tem. manager has won golden opinions for his ability and 
courtesy during the vacancy. His knowledge of the inner workings 
of the Exchange is not surpassed by any other official, and he knows 
where the tender spots are. 
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CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


The annual meeting of the Western Factory Insurance Association 
takes place to-day. 

The National Fire Protection Association held its annual meeting 
in Chicago last week. Routine business was transacted. 

The May luncheon of the Chicago Board of Underwriters was held 
on May Ig at the La Salle Hotel, and the principal speaker was Chief 
Croker of the New York fire department. Several company officials 
and members of the National Fire Protection Association were present 
at the luncheon. Fred E. R. Jones, city manager of the Liverpool and 
London and Globe, acted as toastmaster. 

Adolph Loeb & Sons of Chicago have resigned the agencies of the 
Union of Philadelphia and the Insurance Company of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

The Illinois Fire Insurance Commission was in session in Chicago 
last week. Insurance Commissioner Barnes of Kansas appeared before 
the commission, and explained the workings of the anti-discrimination 
law of his State. Mr. Barnes regards the Kansas law as a success, and 
a decided benefit to the public, the local agents-and the companies. 
He expressed the opinion that State supervision of rates was bound 
to be adopted all over the country sooner or later. M. O. Brown of 
the Westchester also appeared, discussing insurance conditions gen- 
erally. E. B. Hatch, secretary of the governing committee of the 
Western Union, explained to the commission that his organization was 
engaged in formulating practices for conducting the fire insurance 
business, and had nothing to do with rate making. Other prominent 
insurance men also appeared before the commission and gave testi- 
mony. 

Haskell, Miller & Co. have been given the Chicago agency of the 
Union of Philadelphia. 


The wife of H. M. Huff, special agent for the Federal Union Fire, 
died at their home in Chicago on the roth inst. 

E. W. Brownell, general adjuster for the A£tna at the Western 
department office, completed fifty years of continuous service with 
the company last week, and his desk was profusely decorated with 
flowers as a reminder of the anniversary. 

The Illinois Insurance Department recently completed its examina- 
tion of the Calumet Fire of Chicago, and the result shows a handsome 
increase in assets since the last annual statement was rendered. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


The Massachusetts State committee, appointed by Governor Draper 
to consider the cost of living, on Monday last issued a report making 
some pertinent comments on the national fire waste as a material factor 
in the all-absorbing question. The committee points out that the cost 
in Boston of the fire department is $2.51 per capita, against comparative 
average of twenty cents per capita in the seven largest European cities. 
It criticises this excessive waste through fire and the fact that fire 
insurance companies return to the insured one-half of the money 
received in premiums. The commission urges more adequate pre- 
ventives. Fire traps, it states, should be eliminated in crowded quar- 
ters of large cities, fire departments should be taken out of politics, 
and laws relative to storage of gasoline, matches, refuse waste, oil and 
similar materials should be passed. 

The loss from every fire comes back to the people. They pay for it 
every year in rent and taxes, in the food they buy and in the clothes 
they wear. Education on the subject of fire prevention, causes of fires 
and need of greater care should be more general. 

H. C. Buck, special agent of the Norwich Union, succeeds H. 
Belden Sly as special agent of the Continental for Eastern Massa- 
chusetts. 

“Jerry” McCarthy, the Charlestown politician nominated by Mayor 
Fitzgerald as fire commissioner, was last Saturday turned down by 
the Civil Service Commission. McCarthy had not a single known 


supporter among the fire insurance fraternity in Boston, and conse- 
quently there was not much perceptible evidence of grief on Kilby 
street. 
office until the Mayor makes another attempt. 


Meanwhile Fire Commissioner Parker is holding down the 
The temper of the 
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commission is now so strongly in evidence that it is manifest that 
no political creditors with paper qualifications can hope to qualify. 


The place that Walter Adlard, the underwriter of the new Massa- 
chusetts Fire and Marine, holds in the affections of his friends was 
amply attested last Friday, his birthday. “His” agents of the Con- 
tinental and Fidelity, as they describe themselves, presented him with 
a hall clock with Westminster chimes, and Mrs. Adlard a cut-glass 
bowl. In the evening, Mr. Adlard’s associates in the New England 
Exchange gave him a dinner at Young’s, and he received another 
handsome gift of cut glass. Mr. Adlard begins his new duties June 1. 


The Massachusetts Insurance Department is now examining the 
Old Colony. The company proposes to enter California, and an 
examination by its own Department is a prerequisite. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


The Continental has appointed H. A. Robier special agent for Mary- 
land, dating from June 7. He was formerly with the North British 
and Mercantile in New York State. 


The insurance fraternity was greatly shocked on Wednesday of 
last week, to learn that Treasurer John A. Robeno, of the Insurance 
Company of the State of Pennsylvania, had been taken suddenly ill 
in a car on his way to the office that morning, and had died later in the 
Jefferson Hospital without regaining consciousness, as the result of a 
stroke of apoplexy. Mr. Robeno entered the employ of the State of 
Pennsylvania as a boy, and having been treasurer of the company for 
thirty-nine years he had come to be looked upon as a sort of fixture in 
that office. 


James B. Hardie, who recently resigned as special agent of the 
Spring Garden in the suburban field, has been appointed special agent 
of the Firemens of Newark for Pennsylvania and Southern New 
Jersey. 

A circular was sent to United Firemens shareholders on Friday 
by Chandler Bros. & Co., the bankers. It states that “we are advised 
that the board of directors of your company, at a meeting held Monday 
the 16th, declined by a vote of six to four to meet a member of our 
firm for the purpose of discussing the question of increasing the 
capital stock from $200,000 to $400,cco; and that by a similar vote our 
proposition made to the board was declined.” The circular then went 
on to state that in view of the strong diversity of opinion of the 
board itself, “we believe a special meeting of the stockholders should 
be held to pass upon the advisability of requesting the board to call a 
special meeting of the stockholders to authcrize such an increase.” 
Petitions in blank requesting directors to call a special meeting are 
inclosed. 

R. S. Steadman, formerly a member of the firm of Guerin, Steadman 
& Williams, has been appointed to succeed J. W. Shirley as special 
agent of the American of Newark for the State of New Jersey and the 
New York Suburban field. 


Under date of May 1, the co-partnership existing between Maskell 
Ewing and James Barton Longacre, under the firm name of Longacre 
& Ewing, was dissolved, and from that date a new co-partnership 
was formed between Maskell Ewing, James Barton Longacre and 
John McClintock Longacre, to continue the business under the same 
firm name. 

In commenting on the fire which on Saturday destroyed the lumber 
mill of Hall Bros. & Wood, at Fifty-fourth street and Lancaster ave- 
nue, this city, causing a loss of approximately $50,000, a prominent 
underwriter says: 

This fire rather confirms the opinion which has been growing for 
some time among insurance men here, due to the great number of 
fires which have occurred in lumber mills and yards in Philadelphia 
during the past couple of years, that this class of business must now 
be placed among those which are distinctly unprofitable, whereas pre- 
vious to that it occupied a leading position among the profitable classes. 
Thus the uncertainties of the business of fire underwriting are em- 
phasized. 

Creth & Sullivan have been appointed second agents of the Detroit 
Fire and Marine for Philadelphia and vicinity, reporting to Wagner & 
Taylor. 
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May 26, 1910] 


THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Legislation at Albany. 


[FrRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The text of the legislative investigation resolution, as reported by 
the Senate finance committee, and which came before the legislature 
for action this week, is substantially as printed in THE SPECTATOR of 
May 19, the only difference being the insertion of the words ‘and its 
officers” after the words ‘“‘business of the State.’ 

The Senate committee on finance considered this resolution at its 
meeting toward the close of the past week, and after some debate voted 
to report it out. At the close of the session of the Senate last week 
there was a sensational clash between Senators Hinman and Cobb, 
growing out of the matter of this proposed legislative inquiry. 

Senator Hinman rose to a question of personal privilege to answer 
newspaper criticism. These criticisms intimated that he was using his 
position as Senator in the interests of insurance companies by which 
he was employed. The articles referred to appeared in newspapers 
published in Albany and Dunkirk. They alleged that he had held up 
the resolution to investigate legislative corruption in order that the 
powers of the investigating committee might be restricted, so that the 
industrial companies could not be investigated. The articles also de- 
clared that Governor Hughes and Superintendent Hotchkiss were also 
interested in limiting the scope of the inquiry. 

Senator Hinman, in bringing the matter before the Senate, charged 
that there was a trick in the amendments to the investigating resolu- 
tion which were inserted by the Assembly. These amendments, he in- 
sisted, would virtually prevent an investigation of corrupt practices 
in connection with legislation, making it possible for the committee 
to exhaust its time in an investigation of insurance company methods. 

In reply Senator Cobb declared that the language of Senator Hinman 
was insulting to the Senators, and he called upon him to make an 
apology. He added that Senator Hinman had been responsible for 
some of the delay in acting on the resolution, and said he had needlessly 
attacked members of the legislature who were trying to perform their 
duty. 

The discussion was ended by Senator Hinman. declaring in reply to 
Senator Cobb that he did not intend to charge that the members of 
the Senate are crooks. 

“What I intended to say was, shall we, like weaklings and crooks sit 
idly by and delay any longer? If I did say what is attributed to me, I 
apologize. If on the records there is a charge against the members 
of this body, let it be expunged.”’ 

The Senate has amended the Lloyds bill of Assemblyman Allen, at the 
suggestion of the Department, by eliminating the requirements that no 
coacern of this class which did not take in $5000 in premium last year 
could secure a renewal of its license. 

The Senate, by a vote of 18 to 29, refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the, Assembly substitute investigation resolution was passed, and 
the resolution was transmitted to the Assembly. 

The Senate insurance committee has reported favorably the fol- 
lowing bills: 

Senator Grattan’s, amending the insurance law in relation to the 
requirement that a certificate of authority be obtained from the Super- 
intendent of Insurance by agents of foreign insurance corporations. 
This provision is extended to agents acting for underwriters located 
without the State. 

Assemblyman Foley’s amending the insurance law by conferring juris- 
diction upon the Supreme Court, upon the application of the insurer or 
the insured, to appoint an umpire under a policy of insurance, covering 
property in this State, and made within the State, which contains any 
clause for the ascertainment by appraisers of the amount of damage to 
the insured property and the selection of an umpire by the appraisers, 
if the appraisers have neglected within ten days of the time set forth, 
for choosing an umpire, to select an umpire under the provision of 
the policy. 

The Senate has passed these bills of Assemblyman Allen: 

Amending the insurance law by permitting the incorporation of in- 
surance companies for making various new kinds of insurance, viz.: 
against loss or damage to property caused by horses or by any vehicle 
drawn by animal power and for which loss or famage the person in- 
sured is liable; guaranteeing the performance of insurance contracts 
where surety bonds are accepted by States or municipalities in lieu of 
actual deposits; upon lives of horses, cattle and other live stock; 
against loss or damage to automobiles and against loss by legal liability 
for damage to property resulting from the maintenance and use of 
automobiles. 

Amending the insurance law by inserting a new article for the regula- 
tion under the Insurance Department of Lloyds and inter-insurers. 

LANCASTER. 

Albany, May 24. 





—An examination of the Glens Falls Insurance Company by the New York 
Insurance Department resulted in the addition of about $90;000 to the surplus 
claimed by the company. 

—The County Fire of Philadelphia has just entered North Carolina, where 
A. G. Hancock of Baltimore will represent it in connection with his other 
territory of Maryland and West Virginia. 


—Louis S. Amonson, president of the Peoples National of Philadelphia, has 
been elected a member of the board of trustees of Temple University, that city. 
Mr. Amonson reports that his second company, the Independence, will be ready 
for business in three months. 


—The Fire Securities Company, formed to do a promoting and insurance 
agency business in fire, life, accident and other lines, has been incorporated at 
Albany with a capital of $1,000,000. The principal offices are in New York 
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City and the directors are Charles S. Barker of Brooklyn, Charles W. Ridge- 
way of New York and Charles Waite of Llanach, Pa. 

—Irtvin Reed, Carlton Gates, Robert Earle, Jr., and Harry McCrum, who con- 
fessed to having set fire to several planing mill plants, two churches and a num- 
ber of residences on the night of March 17 last, resulting in the destruction of 
$161,000 worth of property, have been sentenced at Huntingdon, Pa., by Judge 
Woods. Reed, Gates and Earle were sent to the penitentiary for twelve years 
each, and McCrum to the Huntingdon reformatory. They are all minors. 





THE WEST. 


Annual Meeting of the National Fire Protection Association. 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, made up of the leading fire protection engineers of the country, 
began at the Hotel La Salle on Tuesday, May 17, with a large attendance. 
President C. M. Goddard of Boston, in his annual address, dwelt on the 
annual fire waste of the country and the urgent need for its reduction. 
He quoted at length from the recent report of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey on the subject, and urged that laws be enacted requir- 
ing better construction and greater care on the part of propertyowners. 

F. H. Wentworth, the secretary, reported on the progress of the cam- 
paign of publicity the association has entered upon, with a view to 
increasing public interest in the matter of the fire waste, and gave the 
membership as 1547, of which sixty are important underwriting bodies. 
A large number of technical reports from committees were heard, and 
several changes were made in the standards for fire protection devices, 
which are decided by this organization. 

On Wednesday other committee reports were received and discussed, 
and in the afternoon a visit was paid to the Underwriters Laboratories 
on East Ohio street, in the management of which the association shares. 
Here various tests were given of fire protection materials and devices. 
' Eleven State fire prevention associations were represented at a con- 
ference held in connection with the meeting of the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association in Chicago, to consider the organization of a 
National association for greater uniformity in operation. It was finally 
decided not to form a separate organization, but to provide for a special 
committee of the National Fire Protection Association, to be known as 
the committee on State fire prevention associations. This committee 
is to be made up of ten representatives of State associations and three 
representatives of the National association, to be appointed later on. 

The following officers were elected: President, William H. Merrill, of 
Chicago; vice-president, C. H. Phinney, of Boston; secretary and treas- 
urer, Franklin H. Wentworth, of Boston. Executive Committee—H. L. 
Phillips, of Hartford, chairman; W. E. Mallalieu, Sol. Bloodworth, F. J. 
T. Stewart, Charles E. Meek, H. C. Henley, W. G. Sanderson. The latter 
succeeds President Merrill as a member of the executive committee. 





To Reduce Fire Expenses in the West. 

The special committee appointed at the meeting of the Western 
Union in Washington last month, to consider the question of the reduc- 
tion of fire insurance expenses in the West, held a conference at Chicago 
this week. The non-union managers present were E. G. Halle of the 
Germania; Neal Bassett, Firemens of Newark; O. C. Kemp, Delaware, 
Reliance and Rochester German, and C. E. Sheldon, American of 
Newark. The union managers included F. C. Buswell, Home of New 
York; T. E. Gallagher, AStna; Fred. S. James, National of Hartford; 
George W. Law, Royal; G. H. Lermit, Northern of London; Walter H. 
Sage, German-American, and C. R. Tuttle, Continental. Mr. Lermit was 
elected chairman and Mr. Bassett secretary. 

The conference decided to send to all companies operating in the 
West a communication setting forth the need of a reduction, to be 
signed by all the members after it had been carefully drafted. Later it 
is intended to call a meeting in Chicago, at which definite plans will 
be submitted. 





The Fire Underwriters Uniformity Association. 

The Fire Underwriters Uniformity Association held a well-attended 
meeting last week at the La Salle Hotel, Chicago. Chairman E. R. 
Townsend presented a report on classification of cities and towns, to 
establish the grading of towns as regards fire protection. The report 
was accepted and will be distributed to members for test application 
in the field. The report of the committee on automatic sprinkler grad- 
ing schedule was presented by Chairman F. E. Knight. The schedule 
will be given a field test and reported to the next annual meeting. 
Reports were also submitted by Chairman A. P. Stradling, on standard 
fireproof construction; Chairman Gorham Dana, on uniform fire report; 
Chairman Wm, Boyd, on uniform electrical reports, and Chairman C. H. 
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Patten on uniform mercantile building. The latter report was included 
in the report of the executive committee. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, Gorham Dana, Boston; 
vice-president, C. H. Patten, Cleveland; secretary and treasurer, G. H. 
Spooner, Boston. 





Hearing of Illinois Insurance Commission. 


The Illinois Insurance Commission began what was expected to be 
its most important hearing at the La Salle Hotel, Tuesday, May 17. 
In addition to hearing from the business interests and representatives 
of the various underwriting organizations, a number of Eastern com- 
pany officials were invited to be present, while interest was added by 
the appearance of Insurance Superintendent Barnes of Kansas, who 
testified especially on the workings of the rate-regulation law of that 
State, which led indirectly to the appointment of the Illinois Commis- 
sion. The first session was intended to be executive, but several 
citizens from Joliet appeared in response to the invitation, and their 
testimony was taken. The witnesses were L. F. Beach, president of 
the Joliet Merchants Association, and J. F. Nachbour, a clothier. They 
complained that their rates were higher than they liked, and that an 
increase had been made recently. They testified freely as to conditions, 
admitting that the increase was attributed to deficiency in fire pro- 
tection and water supply, and that so far as they knew these deficiencies 
existed. They were unable to show any discrimination against Joliet, 
as compared with similar towns and similar risks, but wanted lower 
insurance rates if they could be secured. 

Charles W. Barnes, Insurance Superintendent of Kansas, was the 
principal witness at the morning session Wednesday. The insurance 
companies have attacked the constitutionality of the Kansas law in the 
Federal court, and while Mr. Barnes testified freely on most points, he 
asked to be allowed to withhold certain statistics or to communicate 
them confidentially to the commission, on the ground that they were 
important in his impending defense of the law. Mr. Barnes made it 
plain that he regarded the Kansas law as a great success for the public, 
the agents and the companies, and showed occasional flashes of resent- 
ment over the antagonism the companies are manifesting. 

Mr. Barnes detailed the demoralized conditions which led to the pas- 
sage of the law, citizens complaining because of discrimination in 
favor of certain sections and large propertyowners, agents because of 
wide-spread rebating, and the companies because the rate-cutting had 
become so severe that rates on many classes were absurdly inadequate. 
The law makes the schedule rates compulsory, punishes any deviation 
therefrom and forbids rebating and discrimination. The Insurance 
Superintendent, however, is allowed to reduce such rates as he regards 
as excessive, subject to review in the courts, and it is this power, 
together with the general principle of State regulation of rates, that 
the companies are attacking. Mr. Barnes explained the operation of the 
law, and said that the agents of the State were practically unanimous in 
its favor, as were the great bulk of the propertyowners. While it had 
reduced rates for the great majority of the property owners, the recent 
tabulated figures showed that the average rate in Kansas last year was 
four cents higher than in 1908. This was because of the reductions on 
dwellings, mercantile risks, farm tenant risks and nearly all the smaller 
properties, while rates had been increased on the comparatively few 
large propertyowners who had been able to get cut rates and rebates 
because of the size of their lines. 

Mr. Barnes said that the insurance companies were apparently afraid 
that the law would compel them to classify their experience, so as to 
justify their rates on certain classes. In answer to questions he ad- 
mitted that rates should be made by schedules based on experience, 
and that the experience should be general and not limited to Kansas 
alone. He held that the propertyowners were entitled to know what 
the correct rate was, that individually they had no information, and 
that if the companies knew they should be required to divulge their 
information, that the public and supervisory authorities might know 
as to its correctness. If they did not know and were merely guessing 
at rates it was time a change was made, by law if necessary. Mr. 
Barnes was questioned as to the reductions he had made and insisted 
that they were based upon general experience and a knowledge of the 
conditions. He found that the abolition of rate-cutting.would produce 
a very material increase in premiums, and when he ascertained that the 
twelve per cent reduction on mercantile rates would not absorb all 
of this saving he gave part of it to other classes generally regarded as 
profitable, such as preferred business. Mr. Barnes declared that he 
believed that State supervision of rates was sure to come all over the 
country, and before long, judging from the numerous inquiries. The 
companies claim to fear the one-man power involved in the law, but 
he argued that the discretionary power fixed in every Insurance Super- 
intendent was much greater than the power conferred by the anti-dis- 
crimination law, while the latter was subject to court review. He 
advanced as one of its chief benefits the fact that it has been remark- 
ably successful in securing improvements in risks, owing to the fact 
that each propertyowner is informed why his rate is what it is, and how 
it can be reduced by improvements. Incidentally Mr. Barnes argued 
that the law should regulate commissions as well as rates, that brokers 
and unnecessary middlemen should be eliminated, and that Lloyds, 
inter-insurance concerns and mutuals refusing to comply with the laws 
of the State and pay taxes should be prevented from doing business. 

E. B. Hatch, secretary of the governing committee of the Western 
Union, was the other witness of the morning. He testified briefly that 
the functions of the Union were to formulate practices for conducting 
the. fire insurance business, and that it had nothing to do with rate- 
making, although it endeavored to have its members abide by the 
advisory rates. Mr. Hatch explained the operation of the relief rule, 
and said that in such cases the governing committee practically did 
make the rates, but they were competitive. 

Nearly all the witnesses who have testified before the Illinois Fire 
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Insurance Commission have attacked the present system of insurance 
taxation as an important element in the expense ratio which helps to 
keep up the rates. George W. Law, Western manager of the Royal, 
presented the tax feature in a new way by submitting to the commission 
a tabulated statement of the fire insurance premiums, losses and 
expenses for eighteen years, showing that the companies have paid in 
taxes practically as much as they have earned on their operations over 
that entire period. The loss ratio for eighteen years, from 1891 to 
1908 inclusive, was 59.9 per cent, with expenses of 37.41, and a trade 
profit of 2.69 per cent. During that period the taxes were 2.67 per cent 
of the premiums, or 99.3 per cent of the profit. On premiums of 
$3,013,084,997 the trade profit was $81,084,273, while the taxes were $80,- 
543,906. Mr. Law urged that taxes should be imposed upon profits of 
the business instead upon gross premiums, which would remove the 
injustice of exacting a burdensome tax from the companies, and through 
them from the propertyowners, in the years when their operations 
were unprofitable. In 1906, for instance, the year of the San Francisco 
conflagration, the companies suffered a net loss of $85,227,429, and yet 
were taxed $6,525,369. In Great Britain the fire insurance companies are 
taxed as all other corporations are on net profits only, the tax averag- 
ing 3 1/3 per cent. If this plan and rate had been in force in the 
United States during the eighteen years covered by the tabulation, the 
taxes and fees paid by the companies would have amounted to $2,700,136, 
saving the companies $78,384,137, which could have been used in the 
reduction of rates. 





Ohio Events. 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


In a recent address before the Credit Men’s Association at Columbus, 
W. B. Goodwin of the Aitna emphasized the feature of the laws of 
some of the old countries, which makes owners of properties personally 
responsible for fires occurring in them. A little later another insurance 
man who had just returned from a trip through Mexico said that owners 
of properties there are responsible to their neighbors for any damages 
that may result from fires in their own buildings. The sentiment seems 
to be growing in this State that more stringent laws must be enacted 
for the protection of property. If laws such as these were enacted, 
people would probably feel that they were getting back to the dark 
ages, but, as Mr. Goodwin stated, it is a simple matter to prevent fires. 

The Cincinnati Fire Underwriters Club is circulating copies of the 
anti-rebate law, enacted by the recent legislature, among both agents 
and the people at large. It is the intention of the organization to en- 
force this law to the letter, through the aid of the Superintendent of 
Insurance, and the purpose of this distribution is to acquaint all who 
either sell or buy insurance with its terms. e 

Fire Marshal John W. Zuber has sent out a letter asking the city and 
village councils to co-operate with him in reducing the fire waste and 
accidents due to Fourth of July excesses. He advises that the sale 
and use of fireworks be prohibited by ordinance, as is done in Cleve- 
land and some other cities, or at least that restrictions be made that 
will reduce all hazards to a minimum. 


Cleveland, May 21. CUYAHOGA. 





Iowa Events. 
[FrRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


W. E. Page has been named by the London Assurance as State agent 
for Iowa, South Dakota and Nebraska, to succeed W. E. Hill, who re- 
cently entered the Chicago offices of the Continental. Mr. Page was 
formerly State agent in Iowa for the Home of New York, and later State 
agent for Wisconsin for the German-American. 

Fred G. Ainley, formerly Most Loyal Gander of the Iowa Pond of the 
Blue Goose, who quit the insurance field January 1 to become owner of 
the Pearsall Manufacturing Company, will get back into the harness 
June 1. He will become assistant State agent for the Aachen and 
Munich. 

Auditor Bleakley haseruled that mutual associations of manufacturers 
and jobbers, formed to indemnify the members against loss by fire, 
must comply with the State insurance law of Iowa, which in chapter 5 
provides that such associations must incorporate under the general 
insurance laws of Iowa. HAWKEYE. 

Des Moines, May 21. 





Cincinnati and Vicinity. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


At a meeting of the stockholders of the Teutonia of Dayton, to be 
held May 25, the following proposals will be considered: First—To 
increase the capital stock from $100,000 to $250,000, by converting $100,- 
000 of surplus into capital on July 1, and by selling $50,000 of new stock 
about October 1 at a price of not less than $60 a share (par value of 
shares being $20). Second—To change the name of the company by 
dropping the words ‘and Marine,’’ making the corporate name “The 
Teutonia Fire Insurance Company of Dayton, Ohio.” The company 
never has done any marine business. 

The Farmers of York, Pa., is making arrangements to enter Ohio in 
the near future. 

After an examination of the Akron Mutual of Akron, Ohio, by the 
Ohio Insurance Department, the directors of the company have decided 
to retire from business. 

The question of waterworks for Mason, Ohio, is being agitated. 

Cincinnati, May 21. BUCKEYE. 
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—T. L. Stewart of Dayton, O., for over twenty years a local agent of the 
Royal, is dead. 


—tThe anti-rebate fire insurance bill of Ohio has become a law without the 
signature of the Governor. 


—The Western and Southern Fire of Shawnee, Okla., contemplates entering 
New Mexico within the next few months. 


—The Arizona Fire of Phoenix, Ariz., has elected George H. Helm president, 
Epes Randolph vice-president, and E. F. Forshall secretary. 


—Brown, Anderson and Young of Chicago, IIl., have been appointed general 
agents for Illinois of the Western Empire Fire of Spokane. 


—D. E. Julian, for many years a field man in Ohio, died recently at Colum- 
bus, O., where he was president of the Julian-Sargent Company. 


—W. S. Foster, one of the examiners for the Western department of the 
Philadelphia Underwriters at Erie, Pa., has been appointed second assistant 
general agent. 


—Edward C. Harding of Cincinnati has been appointed special agent for 
Oklahoma and Arkansas for the National Union of Pittsburg, with headquarters 
at Fort Smith. 


—The Arkansas Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents has elected the 
following officers: President, Allan Kennedy; vice-presidents, Herman Carlton, 
J. O. Blakeney; secretary and treasurer, Arthur W. Mills, Pine Bluff. 


—The National Fire Protection Association has elected William H. Merrill 
president, C. H. Phinney vice-president, and Franklin H. Wentworth, Boston, sec- 
retary and treasurer; chairman of the executive committee, H. L. Phillips, 
Hartford. 

—Attorney General Bingham of Indiana began taking testimony this week 
from Chicago fire insurance men for use in the anti-trust litigation begun by him, 
which is to be heard at Indianapolis next month. P. D. McGregor and A. W. 
Hardy were the first witnesses to be examined. 

—The tabulation of the average rate in Kansas for 1909, in which much in- 
terest is taken because of the anti-discrimination law which went into effect 
last year, has been completed. It shows that the average rate for 1909, with the 
new law in effect only a part of the year, was $1.22, an increase of four cents 
from the average rate in 1908. 





THE SOUTH. 





Annual Meeting of South-Eastern Underwriters Association. 


On Wednesday and Thursday of last week the annual meeting of the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association was held at Hot Springs, Va. 
There was a goodly attendance, sixty-seven companies being repre- 
sented. A list of the companies and their representatives is given 
below: 


Aachen and Munich—Dan B. Harris, manager. , ’ 

Aetna—Henry E. Rees, secretary; Oliver H. King and James S. Middleton, 
special agents. 

Alliance—E. L. Ellison, president; Edward S. Gay, manager. ‘ ? 

American Central—C. H. Dillingham, general agent; Louis T. Miller, special 
agent, 

Agricultural—H. M. Tanner, general agent. 

Atlantic National—John J. McKay, secretary. 

Atlanta Home—Dowdell Browne, secretary. 

Atlas—John H. Raine, special agent. ; : 

British America—Geo. J. Dexter, manager; U. O. Michaels, State agent. 

Citizens—Thomas Egleston and W. R. Prescott, general agents. ’ 

Commercial Union—C. J. Holman, assistant manager; A. M. Travers, special 
agent. 

Caledonian—George R. Williams, special agent. 

Dixie Fire—H. R. Bush, vice-president. 

Delaware—J. Parsons Smith, Jr., vice-president; Edwin G. Seibels, manager; 
\. L. Brooks and B. D. Dechert, special agents. 

Eastern Shore of Virginia—E. T. Powers, president. - a 

Firemans Fund—William J. Dutton, president; Edgar S. Wilson, manager; J. 
M. Waller, special agent. ; f : cs 

Fire Association of Philadelphia—J. B. Morton, vice-president; W. E. Chapin, 
manager. 

Florida Home—John J. McKay, manager. ; 

Glens Falls—Edwin G. Seibels, manager; A. L. Brooks, special agent. 

Georgia Home—Dana Blackmar, vice-president. ‘ ‘ 

German American—S. Y. ce and H. E. Briggs, special agents. 

German Alliance—S. Y. Tupper, Jr., special agent. 

Girard F. and M.—H. C. Hare, general agent. 

Home—A. T. Lumby; Ben J. Smith and C. W. Phillips, State agents. 

Homestead—A. A. Wilcox, secretary. 

Hartford—R. M. Bissell, vice-president; Thomas Egleston and W. R. Prescott, 
general agents. : : 4 

Insurance Company of North America—E. L. Ellison, president; Edward S. 
Gay, manager; E. W. Grigg, special agent. E 

Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania—R. N. Hughs and M. B. 
ates, general agents. . 3 

Liverpool and London and Globe, England—Clarence F. Low, manager; W. 
R. Kremer, Jr., superintendent of agencies; C. R. Dey, special agent. 

Liverpool and London and Globe, New York—Clarence F. Low, manager. 

London Assurance—John H. Packard, agency secretary; Thomas M. King, 
special agent. 

London and Lancashire—R. A. Hancock, general agent. 

Michigan Commercial—Dana Blackmar, general agent. ; 

North British and Mercantile—A. R. Thommasson and Jefferson Pearce, special 
agents. 

New Brunswick—R. N. Hughs and M. B. Yates, general agents. . 

Norwich Union—J. H. Burger, agency superintendent; Guy Carpenter, special 
agent. 

Northern, London—George W. Babb, manager; F. C. Calkins, special agent. 
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North Carolina Home—Alexander Webb, vice-president. 

New Hampshire Fire—L. W. Crockett, nosey a § 

National Fire—B. R. Stillman, secretary; W. R. Kimbell and R. G. Hayes, 
special agents. 

New York Underwriters Agency—J. H. Stoddart and A. R. Stoddart, general 
agents; Joseph Barrett; J. C. Hunter and H. T. Nelson, State agents. 

Norfolk Fire—A. D. Legg, secretary. 

Niagara Fire—H. S. Nulton, special agent. 

Hanover—William Morrison, assistant secretary; H. Y. Chatterly, special agent. 

Peoples National—Robert N. Hughs and M. B. Yates, general agents. 

Orient—R. A. Hancock, general agent. 

Phoenix, London—L. R. Warren, general agent; F. O. Hawkins, special agent. 

Palatine—C. i Holmar, assistant manager; A. M. Travers, special agent. 

Philadelphia Underwriters—E. L. Ellison; J. B. Morton; Edward S. Gay, 
manager. 

Phoenix, Hartford—Edward Milligan, vice-president; John W. Friend, Jr., 
special agent. 

Pennsylvania—W. J. Dawson, agency secretary; W. E. Chapin, manager. 

a re Y. Tupper, manager; E. B. Dewey, special agent. 

ochester German—E. E. Paschall, secretary; Edwin G. Seibels, manager; 

A. L. Brooks and B. D. Dechert, special agents. 

Royal Exchange—Edwin G. Seibels, manager; A. L. Brooks and B. D. Dechert, 
special agents. 

Royal—Milton Dargan, manager; F. M. Mikell, assistant manager; George B. 
Jennings, special agent. 

Scottish Union and National—G. H. Collins and W. R. Hills, special agents. 

State Fire—G. H. Collins and W. R. Hills, special agents. 

Shawnee—R. N. Hughs and M. B. Yates, managers. 

Springfield F. and M.—S. J. Whyte and Chas. E. Wortham, Jr., general agents. 

Security—Victor Roth, secretary; Dan B. Harris, manager, 

Seaboard Fire—George McG. Goodridge, vice-president. 

Sun Insurance Office—J. T. Fitten, special agent. 

Teutonia—A. P. Noll, president. 

Union Assurance—Robert N. Hughs and M. B. Yates, general agents. 

Virginia State—William R. Robins, special agent. 

Westchester—R. T. Caldwell, special agent. 

Western, Toronto—George J. Dexter, manager; U. O. Michaels, special agent. 


The principal business at the initial session was the reading of the 
president’s address, and the appointment of a committee of twenty-five 
to consider the recommendations contained therein. This committee, 
which held a session cn Wednesday afternoon, was made up as follows: 


Henry E. Rees, Geo. W. Babb, Milton Dargan, Clarence F. Low, B. R. Still- 
man, R. M. Bissell, A. T. Lumby, W. J. Dawson, C. J. Holman, Victor Roth, S. 
Y. Tupper, Edward Milligan, Edward S. Gay, Dana Blackmar, Geo. J. Dexter, 
G. McG. Goodridge, J. H. Stoddart, R. N. Hughs, E. G. Seibels, E. S. Wilson, 
C. H. Dillingham, H. R. Bush, Wm. Morrison, J. H. Burger, R. A. Hancock. 


The committee of twenty-five recommended the appointment of a com- 
mittee to revise the by-laws and constitution; a resolution looking to the exten- 
sion of stamping offices in Georgia, Florida and Alabama, where none exists, 
to be referred to the incoming executive committee with power; a requirement 
that schedule and amount of insurance be filed with the association, when an 
average rate is made; a committee to confer with other underwriters’ organiza- 
tions concerning the use of the market value clause as applied to lumber and 
tannery risks; reference of report of special committee to revise cotton rates 
and forms to the incoming executive committee; the appointment of a com- 
mittee on memorials to deceased members; no action on a communication 
received from Morris Harris of Macon, president of the Georgia Association 
of Local Fire Insurance Agents, asking consideration of the plan of remunerat- 
ing agents by contingent commissions, and provision for a special committee 
to confer with the Continental, the Fidelity Underwriters and the Fidelity- 
Phenix in relation to their possibly becoming members of the associaton. 

At Thursday’s session or the association the report of the committee of 
twenty-five was received and acted upon. 

A committee to revise the constitution and by-laws was appointed; the steps 
taken by the executive committee toward placing the entire territory of the 
association under the jurisdiction of stamping offices were approved; the recom- 
mendation as to the market value clause was approved; the matter of cotton 
rates and forms was referred to the incoming executive committee, with power 
to act; rates and forms on sprinklered cotton warehouses were placed under the 
jurisdiction of the sprinklered risk committee; the incoming executive com- 
mittee was requested to arrange for a special committee to consider any classes 
of risks on which basis rates seem to require revision, with power to revise 
such rates where deemed necessary, and the Aachen and Munich and the 
Commercial Union were appointed members of the sprinklered risk committee 
to fill vacancies. 

One of the most important acts of the meeting, and the one which was 
probably preceded by the most serious discussion, was the adoption of a reso- 
lution recognizing the principle of percentage taxation as opposed to the collec- 
tion of a flat tax or fixed license without regard to the business done by the 
companies, and instructing the executive committee to put this into effect and to 
formulate a schedule of graduated additions to rates proportionate to the 
licenses; also, that for excessive percentage licenses an addition to rate to 
cover shall be charged; and for excessive flat license charges on account of 
inequality and injustice the committee shall provide such higher additions than 
for percentage license charges as will tend to prevent the maintenance of flat 
license fees and encourage the substitution of percentage license tax. 

In order to comply with the laws of Florida, — was made for the 
employment of a special rating agent, if this should be deemed necessary and 
advisable by the executive committee, the expense of such service to be borne 
by the association. ey : 

A resolution of thanks to the retiring president, Dan B. Harris, was adopted, 
and a committee consisting of Henry E. Rees, Milton Dargan and W. E. 
Chapin was appointed to procure and present to Mr. Harris a suitable testi- 
monial 4 _ 

A report from the sprinklered risk committee was received and will be sup- 
plied to members. : , 

The election of officers and executive committeemen resulted as follows: 

President, W. R. Prescott; vice president, E. H. A. Correa; manager, A. B. 
Andrews. ; 

Executive Committee.—Resident—R. N. Hughs, F. M. Mikell, S. Y. Tupper, 
W. E. Chapin, H. M. Tanner, J. S. Middleton, A L. Brooks, E. S. Gay. Asso- 
ciate—L. R. Warren, Virginia (ex-officio chairman of Virginia committee); Ben. 
J. Smith, North Carolina; J. H. Raine, South Carolina; E. S. Wilson, Georgia; 
Dana Blackmar, Alabama; F. O. Hawkins, Florida. 

On Wednesday a sheriff arrived from Newport News bearing warrants for 
the arrest of the president, the manager and members of the Virginia committee 
and of the executive committee, who were charged with violating the common 
law by conspiring to fix the rates of premium charged for fire insurance. 
Rail was quickly furnished for those who were found. This action, while 
not regarded as of great moment, is similar to the action brought in New 
Jersey, which resulted in the dissolution of the Newark Fire Insurance Exchange. 

The accused men are required to appear at Newport News on June 8. 

The agencies of the tna of Hartford and the Dixie Fire of Greensboro 
at Newport News, Va., were suspended by telegraph on May 18. 


Fire Insurance 


Careless Agents May Lose their Licenses. 


F. H. McMaster, Insurance Commissioner of South Carolina, has sent 
a letter, reading as follows, to fire insurance companies: 


In the investigation of supposed incendiary fires recently, two features have 
been developed to which I desire to call your attention: 

_ (1) The soliciting and placing of insurance by persons not appointed by any 
insurance company, nor registered with the Insurance Department. 

(2) The failure to inspect the risks by the authorized and registered agent 
through whom the insurance was placed. 

As to Number 1: 

Section 1810 of the Code is clear and explicit in defining as an agent “any 
person who solicits insurance in behalf of any insurance company * * * or who 
takes or transacts other than for himself any application for insurance, on any 
policy of insurance.” 

Any one who so acts for an insurance company without having been ap- 
pointed by the insurance company, registered with the Insurance De artmen'. 
and licensed as an insurance agent, is subject to prosecution for a misdemeanor 
and to the penalties therefor. 

As to Number 2: 

Any authorized agent who negligently allows readily known over-insurance, 
is not a fit and proper person to be licensed as an insurance agent, and in 
such case this Department will not hesitate to issue a rule to show cause why 
such agent’s license shall not be revoked. The fact that the solicitor was un- 
authorized and is subject to prosecution will not excuse the negligence of the 
authorized agent who issued the policy. 

On the principle that an ounce of prevention is infinitely preferable to a 
pound of cure, this communication is sent you for such use as you may see 
fit to make of it. 





Investigation of Fires in Mississippi. 


The following letter from Insurance Commissioner Henry is self- 


explanatory: 

The recent legislature passed a law providing for a county prosecuting attorney 
to be appointed by the Governor. Insurance Commissioner Henry asked for an 
opinion from the Attorney-General as to what would be their duties relative to 
assisting the Insurance Department in the investigation of incendiary fires. He 
replied that it was the county attorney’s duty to render all the assistance 
possible in all such investigations from the preliminary one made by the Insur- 
ance Commissioner to and through the Circuit Court. 

The Insurance Commissioner addressed the subjoined letter to each of the 
county attorneys: 

“For your information I beg to hand you herewith an inquiry addressed by 
this Department to the Attorney-General relative to the county-attorney law, as 
the same affects this Department, and his reply hereto. 

“In this connection I woulg be thankful for any information coming into 
your possession relative to incendiary or suspicious fires occurring in your county. 
Prompt and vigorous action on our parts in this respect will do much to deter 
incendiarism and prove most effective in securing the conviction of those charged 
with handling fire carelessly or maliciously. 

“‘One of the beneficiary effects of this will be a reduction in the fite waste and 
a corresponding decrease in the insurance rates. 

‘In all measures looking to this end I beg to assure you of the hearty co- 
operation of this Department, and will always be thankful to you for any sug- 
gestions you have to make. If you have not been furnished with the county 
attorney’s law I will be glad to forward you one on request.’ ” 





Louisiana Notes. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Expected announcements regarding an advance by the Louisiana Fire 
Prevention Bureau of the rates on residential insurance in New Orleans 
have not as yet been made, though it is popularly believed here that 
the low rates that have been existing recently will shortly be advanced 
by the bureau. Because of the active competition for the business in 
the residential districts, the rates have been reduced to a point where 
they are now ridiculously low and there has been some agitation by 
some of the companies in favor of an advance. It was stated some time 
ago that the bureau’s executive committee was making preparations to 
advance these rates, and that the advance would be made shortly. 

R. L. Emery of Emery & Norton, agents here for the National Fire 
of Hartford, has been elected vice-president of the Mechanics and 
Traders Insurance Company of New Orleans, to succeed the late Col. 
Thomas L. Macon. Judge James Nichols of Hartford is president of 
the local company. T. B. Norton, also of Emery & Norton, was elected 
secretary, to succeed Mr. Emery. 

J. D. Marks of Crowley, who recently figured in suits against certain 
insurance companies to collect policies on the Ida Rice Mill at Rayne, 
has instituted suits for $250,000 damages against eight insurance com- 
panies and three adjusting companies which figured in the former 
suits. He alleges that the insurance companies and adjusting companies 
libeled him. 

The question of giving Louisiana an Insurance Commission to super- 
vise and regulate insurance rates has again been taken up. The legis- 
lature of this State began its biennial session May 9, and it is probable 
that the insurance question will be put before it. The legislative com- 
mittee of the Board of Trade has already taken up the Insurance Com- 
mission question. but it is not known what stand it will take in the 
matter. This institution conducted the recent investigation into fire 
insurance rates in the business district of New Orleans and has ‘been 
an important factor in the making of conditions affecting insurance 
here. 


New Orleans, May 21. MAGNOLIA. 





Kentucky Events. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The organization of a board of fire underwriters at Mt. Sterling makes 
the fifth which has been formed during the past few weeks, the others 
being Harrodsburg, Somerset, Bowling Green and Nicholasville. Of- 
ficers elected at Mt. Sterling were M. J. Goodwin, president; T. F. 
Rogers, vice-president, and Lizzie Coleman, secretary. 

Harry C. Bean, secretary of the Kentucky Board of Fire Under- 
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writers, has announced that the board will call on all local authorities 
in Kentucky to urge the passage of municipal ordinances regulating the 
sale of fireworks. The board issued such a letter just prior to last 
Christmas, and it had a good. effect. Paducah has already passed 
restrictions such as those recommended by the board, and Louisville 
is considering the subject. 

W. B. Brock, a local agent at Lexington, has been appointed city 
manager of the H. G. Hoffman General Agency at Lexington. The 
agency handles the business of the new Henry Clay Fire Insurance 
Company in Kentucky, as well as that of several others. The Henry 
Clay, it is reported, will elect State Auditor Frank P. James, first 
vice-president of the company, upon his completion of his term at 
Frankfort. 

C. M. Benjamin, special agent of the Pennsylvania Fire, who has 
relinquished the supervision of Kentucky and is now devoting his time 
to Tennessee exclusively, has established headquarters with W. P. Rut- 
land & Co. at Nashville. J. M. Chittenden is now special agent of the 
company for Kentucky. 

State Fire Marshal W. F. Neikirk reports that the number of in- 
cendiary fires during 1909 was seventy, compared with 149 during the 
preceding year. He does not believe that the settlement of the tobacco 
troubles was the cause of the falling off in fires of that character, but 
to the fact that the work of his office, which is only four years old, is 
now pretty well established and acts as a deterrent upon those inclined 
to commit arson. 

Owing to the resignation of Claude F. Snyder as a member of the 
executive committee of the State Board of Fire Underwriters to assume 
the position of managing underwriter of the Henry Clay Fire at Lex- 
ington, a vacancy has been caused which has been filled by the election 
of Clint L. Foster of the Continental and the Fidelity Underwriters to 
the committee. 


Louisville, May 21. BLUE GRASS. 





—The American Home of Greenville, S. C., is entering Georgia. 

—Erwin J. Dickey has been appointed special agent of the Dixie Fire for 
Georgia, Alabama and Florida. 

—W. H. Gillespie has been appointed special agent of the Continental for 
Northern Alabama, succeeding J. H. Hard, resigned. 

—E. H. Collins, special agent of the Westchester Fire for Virginia and North 
and South Carolina, died recently at his home at Ginter Park, Richmond, Va. 

—The Louisiana legislature has convened for the biennial session. Governor 
Sanders recommends the establishment of a State board to regulate fire insur- 
ance rates. . 

—The Western and Atlantic Fire of Nashville received its Tennessee license 
on May 9. On June 11 the selling price of its stock will be increased from 
$20 to $22.50 per share. 

—The Georgia Local Underwriters Association 
officers: President, Morris Harris; vice-presidents, W. M. 
McIntyre; secretary-treasurer, F. B. West, Macon. 

—The South Carolina Insurance Company of Columbia, S. C., recently or- 
ganized by E. G. Seibels, is ready for business, except that it is awaiting its 
policy forms. The company begins with $100,000 capital and $100,000 surplus. 

—It is reported that the Tennessee Insurance Department has begun suit 
against a number of subscribers of the Sprinklered Risk Underwriters of Chicago 
who are citizens of Tennessee, to collect taxes due on business written and 
to compel the organization to apply for a license or retire from Tennessee. 

—The Texas Supreme Court has declined to grant a rehearing in the case 
of the Glens Falls against Insurance Commissioner Hawkins, in the matter of 
carrying risks in excess of ten per cent of capital stock. The commissioner 
objected to a $100,000 line the Glens Falls carried on the Plaza Hotel in 
New York. 

—tThe fire losses in West Virginia for March amounted to $854,284. The 
Mount Hope conflagration is responsible for $372,000 of this amount, leaving 
almost a half million dollars’ worth of property destroyed by fire aside from 
this conflagration. Something should be done to check this enormous waste. 
The fficials of the various cities and towns should get busy and start a local 
fight against fire hazards. Unless they do the rates that are now in force may 
have to be increased. 


has elected the following 
Fulcher, D. I. 





THE PACIFIC COAST. 


The Rocky Mountain Field. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


President E. L. Ballard, of the new Merchants Fire of New York, 
was a recent Denver visitor in the interest of his company, but made 
no definite arrangements, we understand, as to representation in 
the mountain territory while here. 

The Home Fire of Utah has been formally admitted to Colorado, with 
Gerald L. Schuyler of Denver acting as general agent. The National 
Safety Vault Company has been given the local agency for Denver. 

The Humboldt Fire of Allegheny City is the latest fire company to 
receive authority to transact business in Colorado. The H. C. Gard- 
ner Company of Denver will represent it. 


Denver, May 21. CENTENNIAL. 





—Underwriters who have visited San Francisco say that while fire protection 
conditions are very materially improved in the burned district, which has been 
largely rebuilt with improved construction, the fire hazard of the city as 4 
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whole is now better than at the time of the conflagration of 1906. Of 16,330 
buildings erected since then ninety per cent are of wooden construction. <A 
new building code has been adopted, but it is defective in lacking provision 
for adequate protection of window openings and floor openings. 





MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 


Mr. Dooley on Investigations. 
(With Apologies to Mr. Dunne.) 
By JOHN W. Woop. 


“Agin they’s great doin’s in inshoorance curcles, Hennessey,’”’ says 
Mr. Dooley, as he polished with great care his immaculate bar. ‘Great 
doin’s I say, Hennessey, maany questions ashked, some of which don’t 
seem to git answered, an much wonder dishplayed, because a witness 
don’t ramimber the color of the man’s whiskers that he met one Thoors- 
day afternoon fourteen years previously. Shure ’tis sthrange how much 
an investigatoor ixpects a witness to ramimber when he’s sayted in the 
witness chair. Now ye might have taken a glass or two across this bar, 
Hennessey, on the tenth of June, 1892, but I’d not swear to ut, Hennes- 
sey, I'd not swear to ut, I say. 

“Ye see, Hennessey, they’s a man who is lookin’ after the Inshoor- 
ance Dapartment of the State of Noo York that’s doin’ some investi- 
gatin’ and he’s certainly actin’ the paart of the noo broom very credit- 
ably.” “They’s been an invistegashun of some soort goin’ on at Al- 
bany, hasn’t there?’’ queried Mr. Hennessey. ‘Yer right, Hennessey, 
there shure has,” answers Mr. Dooley, “‘but it was wan of individjools 
an not corporations, the wan I mane is different, yet they’s a likeness 
in them after all.’’ ‘But they had an inshoorance invistigashun a year 
or more agone,”’ says Mr. Hennessey. ‘“Yis,’’ answers Mr. Dooley, ‘‘the 
wan that brought fame and re-election to me friend Charlie Hughes, 
an’ unpleasant noteriety, as Hogan would say, to some of our leadin’ 
financiers and statesmen, but that was loife inshoorancc, do ye moind, 
Hennessey, whin they found that these financiers an statesmen and their 
frinds were usin’ these great institooshuns as soort of lyin’-in asylums 
for the benefit of their financial offspring, but now, Hennessey, this 
head of the Inshoorance Dapartment I mintioned a piece back, thinks 
that the fire companies has bin prostootin’ the legislatoor. A frind 
uv moine, he’s called a speshul agint, I’m thinkin’, says they has a big 
job on their hands, for where they was wan loife inshoorance company 
they’s a dozen or moore fire inshoorance companies. 'They’s some in 
most ivry city, and they tell me that in Hartfoord, Conn., they’s about 
as many companies as they is saloons, and ivry day I see be the paapers 
that a noo wan is about to begin to help the publick pretect its goods 
an’ chattels. This Soopt. man believes that great crimes has bin 
done be the company offishuls by payin’ money to them who makes the 
laws, Hennessey, at Albany, Hennessey, an other capituls, to let them 
conduct their business in their own way. It’s joost this way, Hen- 
hnessey, I’m thinkin’, if ye mate in a dark alley a boonch wearin’ 
maasks and carryin’ blackjacks, an this same boonch calls out to ye to 
stan’ and deliver, ye’re apt, Hennesey, to save all that ye kin widout 
fettin’ hurted; ye may give up yer rool an’ yer watch and chain, av 
ye have wan, but ye try, Hennessey, to kape yer clothin for dacency’s 
sake. Yer foire inshoorance man is what Hogan calls a Ishmaelite, 
ivery man’s hand is agin him and most ivery wan believes his hand is 
agin thim, and whoile the publick is a bit mishtaken in their attichude, 
it makes no difference so long as they think the way they do. I’ve 
known some rale dacint, strikly honest min that made their livin’ be 
workin’ for foire inshoorance companies; shure I think they’s as many 
honest min in the inshoorance fraternity as they is among our legisla- 
toors. Ye see, Hennessey, it’s thish way, I say it’s this way, Hen- 
nessey, a man hates worse to pay for his foire inshoorance policee than 
for anything else he buys. For why? we ask. Well, ’tis thish way, be- 
case they don’t think they git anything for what they’re payin’. When 
the ice man, an’ the milk man, an’ the grocer, and all others dailin’ in 
the nicissities of loife asks any man to pay up he may hate to do ut, 
Hennessey, as you may know yersilf, an’ sometoimes they neglect their 
dooty in this direction, but all the same, me boy, they know they bin 
gettin’ somethin’ for their money that’s given them some satisfacshun, 
but a foire inshoorance premium, Hennessey, only brings ye a bit of 
paper ye know ye must have, but which ye’d be awful glad to do 
widout. Now yer loife policee is different, Hennessey, fur ye know 
that av ye continue to pay, the day u’ll come when the returns come in, 
yell git no benefit from ut, Hennessey, but somewan else will, do ye 
moind? Many’s the toime a poor downthrodden adjooster, that many 
think has hoorns an’ a tail whin he goes to a loss, is met be the state- 
mint ‘I’ve paid premiums these many years an’ niver a cent did I iver 
git from a company,’ and whoile it’s only occashunally the feller or the 
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woman who has the loss adds, ‘Now I intind to git all that I kin,’ they’s 
strong ividence that most of thim has that in moind. Aven our 
worthy legislatoors has bin known to attempt to {git all I can’ out av 
the company, an’ if not successful, he ayther draws up or warmly ad- 
vocates a valued policee bill.” 

“But do ye balieve in payin’ money to inflooence legizlashun?” asks 
Mr. Hennessey. ‘Well. hardly that, Hennessey, hardly tiiat, but I’d be 
timpted to hoire the most convincin’ talker I cud foind at any price he’d 
ask for his sarvices.” 





A Word About Conflagration Hazards. 


{To Tue Epitror oF THE SPeEctatTor.] 


In a recent issue of your paper you refer to a Brooklyn conflagration district 
as follows: “It would . a blessing if the whole section were wiped out.” 

Local agents imbibe the statements of the insurance press very freely, and 
such expressions can only be harmful. 

I have heard citizens of fire-ridden towns say: “Yes, these fires have been a 
help to our town;” the supply dealers say ‘we sold a lot of material to replace 
the burned buildings.” The mechanic says: “These fires made a lot of work for 
wu" Backing this unruly sentiment with an impregnable public prejudice 
against fire insurance companies, is it any wonder that our annual American ash 
heap amounts to over $200,000,000, which, so far as the State and nation is con- 
cerned, is like dumping se much gold in the ocean? / 

Surely, the insurance press should not lend its influence towards fostering these 
evil conditions! CoNSERVATOR. 


[One of the outside writers of THE SPECTATOR recently voiced the 
sentiment of a well-known underwriter in connection with a section of 
Brooklyn which has long been on the prohibited list of many com- 


_ panies in saying that “It would be a blessing if the whole section 


were wiped out some time.’’ This expression, while somewhat strong in 
its tenor, was meant in the broad sense that the cleaning out of the 
section in question would eliminate from the city as a whole a con- 
flagration danger of no mean proportions. .The writer expressed his 
sympathy with the tenants of the section mentioned, and in using the 
words above quoted had in mind the general advantage which would 
accrue to the entire city if the dangerous section could be rebuilt along 
safer lines.—EDITOR THE SPECTATOR. ] 





The London Times on Lloyds. 
[FrRomM OuR LONDON CORRESPONDENT. ] 


A concern known as the W. H. Crane Company, which appears to be 
not without some connection with American insurance business, is 
achieving notoriety on this side, and has recently been accorded con- 
siderable attention in the columns of The Times. 

The following extracts from this paper dealt at length with an in- 
teresting and unusual position, of which more will, no doubt, be heard 
in the near future: 

“In The Times of to-day an announcement will be found in which 
the committee of Lloyds state that Lloyds have no connection with a 
firm operating under the name of the W. H. Crane Company. We 
willingly give unusual prominence to this disclaimer because it seems 
to us that when a novel use is made of familiar phrases the precise 
significance of those phrases should be properly understood. ; 

“It is probably unnecessary to say that London is by far the biggest 
insurance market in the world. The marine insurance market consists 
of several companies, and of many firms of brokers and of underwrit- 
ing members and groups linked together in the association known as 
Lloyds. The fact that the market is now able to transact so big a busi- 
ness is largely due to the, organization which has been built up with 
ramifications practically everywhere. The existence of Lloyds agents 
in every port of the world makes the reporting of ships’ movements 
easy, and when casualties occur the information is immediately sent to 
Lloyds, the advice of agents is sought, and underwriters know that 
everything that can be done to save the ship and cargo will be tried. 
All this costly organization greatly facilitates the practice of marine 
insurance, but business would nevertheless drift to other centers if the 
financial credit of those who carry it on here were seriously im- 
paired. * * * : 

“During the past few months, various inquiries have been made in 
London at the request of foreign correspondents regarding the status 
of this new undertaking (the W. H. Crane Company). In one case, a 
policy headed ‘British Underwriters,’ ‘signed by Underwriting Mem- 
bers only,’ was offered, and stamped with underwriting names; but 
when inaguiries were made in London as to the financial position of 
these signatories no information was forthcoming. In another case a 
clause was inserted in a certificate to the effect that in the event of a 
claim arising, application should be made to Lloyds agent, although no 
authority for such a reference had been sought. The company appears 
to have been circularizing firms in different centers abroad; and since, 
in certain cases, the terms offered are much below those offered by the 
anies or Lloyds underwriters, people have taken the reasonable 


paren London to ask what security is given by the new 


course of writing to 


ing. 
agen lately a policy in a rather more striking form has been offered, 


ied by a letter, in which the following sentence occurs: 
ae eet to the standing of Lloyds, in case you desire to know 
anything of same, we believe your bankers will be able to supply you 
with required information, as they are very well known throughout all 


the world. 
ale oacuihil fact about this incident is, that the specimen policy 
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sent was not one regularly issued at Lloyds, though very similar in 
form. * * * 

“The wording of the policy is practically identical with that of an 
ordinary Lloyds policy, and what are known as institute time clauses 
are attached. Neither the companies nor Lloyds, however, have any 
proprietary rights in these phrases, and it is open to anyone to use 
them. The following list of subscribers is given in the policy by means 
of a rubber stamp in the form similar to that adopted at Lloyds: 

“John Sims, Benjamin J. Rix, Michael Griffin, Thomas Stevens, James 
J. Carter, Gerald Crame, William Hayford, James Miller, Michael Dris- 
coll, John Tauton, Jerry Williams, James Tauton, Samuel Caut, Edwin 
Parker, £10,000 each one-fourteenth part. 

“If these are names of men of means, the signatories will be well 
advised to state publicly what their position is, and the companies and 
Lloyds will then have to admit that they are faced with a very enter- 
prising form of competition. Failing such a pronouncement, it would 
be only prudent on the part of intending clients not to accept any 
policies bearing such a phrase as London Lloyds at the hands of the 
W. H. Crane Company.”’ 

The committee of Lloyds has issued a disclaimer. which is partly re- 
printed below: 

“The committee of Lloyds called attention in The Times of October 
11 to certain policies and certificates of insurance issued by an associa- 
tion styled ‘British Underwriters,’ represented by the W. H. Crane 
Company of 49, Queen Victoria street, E.C. * * * 

“Inquiries have been made at the office of the W. H. Crane Company 
as to the financial status of these alleged underwriters, but little in- 
formation has been given, beyond a general statement that they are 
Americans. 

“Investigations made in America have been equally fruitless of re- 
sult, and the committee of Lloyds have no hesitation in advising the 
public to have nothing whatever to do with these policies offered by the 
W. H. Crane Company, or with those on forms headed ‘British Under- 
writers,’ ‘Royal Underwriters,’ ‘Royal Alliance Underwriters,’ or ‘Im- 
perial Underwriters.’ ”’ CHARTERS. 

London, May 16. 





New York Fire Insurance Companies’ Stocks. 
(Quotations furnished by E. S. Bailey, 66 Broadway, New York city.) 


Approximate Bid Asked 
Annual When Price, Price, 

ComPany. Capital. Dividend. Payable. Per Cent. Per Cent. 

City of New York........ $500,000 10% R 195 205 
Commonwealth .......... ,000 10 jJ.& J. 315 ele 
ON eae 2,000,000 70 } & } 925 970 
Empire City ............ 200,000 8 .& 125 140 
Fidelity-Phenix .......... 2,500,000 . ia 290 300 
German Alliance.......... 400,000 15 } & 275 300 
German-American ........ 1,500,000 30 .& 570 575 
Germania ($50) ........ 1,000,000 15 ie 285 295 
Glens Falls ($10)........ 200,000 30 =J.& 1,500 ee 
Globe and Rutgers....... 400,000 40 a 470 Seats 
Hanover ($50) .....cccee 1,000,000 10 .& J. 190 205 
EE: 0.00.669.000 00006060 3,000,000 30 -& J. 695 705 
8 eee 0,000 10 ~& J. 165 175 
Peemeere (E50) 2:06:00 2006 1,000,000 20 iB Fy 305 315 
North River ($25)...... - 850,000 10 A. & 165 165 
Pace (686) ..coscccere 00,000 6 -& Jj. 135 145 
Peter Cooper ($29)...... 150,000 6 -& J. 90 105 
Stuyvesant .........+...- 00,000 10 a Se 155 160 
United States ($25)...... 250,000 - “i 60 70 
Westchester ($10) ....... 00,000 35 F.& A. 455 Sarat 
Williamsburgh City ($50). 250,000 20 i J. 380 400 





* No information. Q, Quarterly. 





Annual Meeting of the} Insurance Society of New York. 


On Tuesday evening last, the Insurance Society of New York held its 
annual meeting, preceded by the usual dinner, at which 182 were present. 
The chief address of the evening, on the topic, “The Fieldman’s 
Greatest Opportunity,” was delivered by Wm. B. Medlicott, general 
agent of the Atlas of London for New England and New York. Mr. 
Medlicott’s remarks were intended to inspire fieldmen with a determ- 
ination to place the conduct of their business upon a high plane, and 
they were listened to with close attention and received with hearty 
applause. Mr. Medlicott has a faculty of imparting wholesome truths 
in an effective manner. Other guests at the meeting were: E. A. Law, 
president of the Insurance Society of Philadelphia; L. M. Tanner, presi- 
dent of the Fire Insurance Club of Chicago, and L. N. Denniston, rep- 
resenting the Insurance Institute of Hartford, each of whom favored the 
meeting with brief remarks. 

The report of Secretary Hardy showed that the Insurance Society of 
New York now has 569 members and that a net gain of 320 has been 
made in the past fifteen months. The library of the society now con- 
tains 4254 books and pamphlets. Mr. Hardy’s report was enlivened by 
apt asides, which created considerable merriment. A vote of thanks 
was extended to the Barebones Alumni Association for its efforts to 
assist the society, it being now anticipated that the net result from the 
entertainment will be the addition of about $500 to the society’s 
treasury. 

The election resulted in the choice of the following officers and exec- 
utive committee: Albert R. Hosford, president; A. M. Thorburn, H. E. 
Hess, T. A. Ralston, and C, L, Case, vice-presidents; Edward R. Hardy, 
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secretary-treasurer, and W. R. Crane, W. H. Koop, V. P. Wyatt, H. A. 
Fiske, F. S. Pendleton, J. B. Brickelmaier and R. B. Dawson, executive 
committee. 

A standing vote of thanks was tendered to President Hosford and 
Secretary Hardy, and Mr. Hosford urged the members to try to double 
the membership by fall. 





The Association of Insurance Societies and Institutes. 

On Tuesday last, the annual meeting of the Association of Insurance 
Societies and Institutes was held in New York, representatives being 
present from a number of other cities. They decided to publish an 
annual volume of insurance articles, to outline a course of yearly exam- 
inations, and authorized the preparation of an index to current insur- 
ance topics. It is anticipated that next fall a lecture or study course, 
which will be of much practical value to insurance men, will be 
inaugurated. 

A. R. Hosford, president of the Insurance Society of New York, was 
elected chairman of the association, and D. N. Handy of Boston was 
chosen secretary and treasurer. 





Eastern Union Conference. 

‘After a four-hour session of the committee of non-Union companies, 
members of the Information Bureau apd the special committee of the 
Eastern Union, it was decided to suggest to the conference which was 
held yesterday that there should be an organization which should in- 
clude in its membership companies representing seventy-five per cent 
of the premiums written in the Eastern Union and its excepted terri- 
tory. It is by no means certain, however, that the conference will decide 
definitely regarding the dissolution of the Eastern Union on June 25, as 
President Henry Evans is now in Europe and the other officers of the 
Continental and the Fidelity-Phenix refuse to commit themselves, pend- 
ing his return. 

The action of the Pittsburg companies, last week, in deciding to join 
the Union in a body, evidences the feeling of the non-Union companies, 
and it is understood that the only obstacle in the way of the continued 
existence of the Eastern Union is the attitude of the group controlled 
by President Evans. 





New Jersey: Fire Forms Organization Board. 


The organization board of the New Jersey Fire Insurance Company, 
which is being organized at Newark, N. J., is made up as follows: 

E. C. Bataille, president The American National Bank, Newark; 
director Roseville Trust Company, Newark; director Mutual Trust Com- 
pany, Orange. 

George B. Bergkamp, president Bergkamp Real Estate Company, West 
Hoboken; vice-president Commonwealth Trust Company, West Ho- 
boken; director The First National Bank, Secaucus. 

William L. Douglass, cashier The Garfield National Bank, New York. 

Walter A. Flint, Mayor City of West Orange; vice-president The 
First National Bank, West Orange. 

Edwin B. Goodell, president The Essex Title Guarantee and Trust 
Company, Montclair; director and attorney The Bank of Montclair; 
manager The Montclair Savings Bank. 

Dr. Charles M. Howe, president The Passaic National Bank, Passaic; 
director The Passaic Trust and Safe Deposit Company. 

Robert Lecouver, president The First National Bank, Westwood, N. J.; 
president The Lecouver Press Company, New York. 

Lewis G. Lockward, president The Citizens National Bank, Caldwell; 
president Lane & Lockward Company, tobacco and cigar manufacturers. 

Rudolph F. Rabe, president The Second National Bank, Hoboken; Of 
Rabe & Keller, attorneys at law, New York. 

William G. Whilden, president Monongahela Insurance Company; of 
Whilden & Hancock, general insurance, New York; director Universal 
Audit Company, New York. 

Additional names of representative subscribers will be added from 
time to time. 

Mr. Whilden is chairman, Mr. Bataille is treasurer, and F. L. Finlaw 
is secretary. 





—Fred Tallant of San Francisco, Cal., former branch secretary of the London 
and the Niagara Fire, died recently. 

—Samuel McAlester has been appointed State agent of the Philadelphia Under- 
writers for Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming. 

—Neil Stewart succeeds Mr.-Johnston as special agent in Southern California 
for the London Assurance and the Niagara Fire. . 

—William Bayard Hale spent a week with President ‘aft, going straight 
through the President’s business day with him, and tells of the experience 
in The World’s Work for June in an article entitled “The President at Work.” 
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The author of the article is the man who spent a fortnight at the White House 
during Mr. Roosevelt’s term as President. 


—A twenty per cent reduction has been made on dwelling house rates at Los 
Angeles for better fire fighting facilities and improved conditions. 

—The National Board of Fire Underwriters is holding its annual meeting in 
New York to-day. It was anticipated that routine business would be trans- 
acted, including the reception of committee reports. . 

—The California Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents has elected the 
following officers: President, Isham H. Clay; vice-presidents, W. Stempend, 
J. L. Craig, Noah Adair; secretary and treasurer, Fred W. Le Ballister. 

—Eight San Francisco propertyowners have secured judgment against the 
Alliance, Commercial Union and the Palatine of London for $122,015 as a settle- 
ment of their claims arising out of the San Francisco conflagration of 1906. 

—The Pacific Board of Fire Underwriters has issued a revision of the com- 
mission rule for local agents for preferred business in cities on the coast with 
vver 200,000 population. This affects Seattle, Oakland and Portland only. 
Agents in the two latter cities who have been receiving a flat rate of twenty 
per cent will now receive twenty-five per cent on preferred business and twenty 
per cent on mercantile risks. The agents in Seattle who have been receiving 
fifteen per cent flat will receive twenty-five per cent on preferred business and 
fifteen per cent on mercantile. 








; Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 








Casualty Notes. 

—The Royal Casualty Company of St. Louis has been licensed in Oklahoma. 

—The New Jersey Bankers Association contemplates writing registered mail 
insurance for its members. 

—The Peoples Life of Little Rock, Ark., will write in additon to its ordi- 
nary life busin-ss, personal accident, workman’s collective and industrial health, 
life and accident. 

—The American Casualty Company of Tacoma has sold its railroad business 
to the Continental Casualty Company and will hereafter devote itself to com- 
mercial accident insurance. 

—An opportunity is offered in another column to stenographers and clerks 
in accident and health insurance offices to become connected with a progressive 
general agency. Opportunities for rapid advancement are unlimited. 

—Commissioner Hartigan has sent notices to all casualty companies doing busi- 
ness in Minnesota emphasizing the rule that all policies issued in the State by 
companies of other States must be countersigned by a duly licensed resident agent. 

—Albert S. Johnson has been appointed State agent of the Standard Accident 
of Detroit with headquarters at Atlanta, Ga. Mr. Johnson succeeds Ford & 
Hall, who have heretofore had this agency. He is a well-known young man, 
having been connected with The Atlanta Journal. 

—The Republic Indemnity Company, it is announced, will extend its field 
of operations shortly so as to include Delaware. No application for entrance 
to that State has been made as yet, but this will take place shortly, it is said. 
The company, of which Charles M. Wofford is president, has headquarters in 
Louisville. 

—Charles S. Johnson, a solicitor for the North American Accident of Chicago 
at Atlanta, Ga., has performed another feat, demonstrating his ability as a 
hustling solicitor of accident insurance. Mr. Johnson has just been awarded 
$100 in gold for selling the greatest number of policies between April 10 and 
May 10. His latest record was 104 policies in one day. 

—The Pacific Coast Casualty Company has canceled its contract with the 
Hawaiian Trust Company as general agent for the Hawaiian Islands, and has 
appointed the Trent Trust Company as general agents in conection with the 
First Trust Company of Hilo. The business will be under the management 
of Zeno K. Myers, who was for many years with the Hawaiian Trust Company. 

—The West Virginia Department has placed the papers and report made under 
oath by Robert B. Armstrong, former president, and A. S. Mitchell, former sec- 
retary of the Consolidated Casualty Company, in the hands of the Chief Post 
Office Inspector, looking to their prosecution for making false representations 
through the mails. The Consolidated Casualty under new management seems 
to be making good progress; the paid-in capital is being increased $60,000 and | 
will then be $200,000. 

—At the semi-annual meeting of the directorate of the Inter-State Casualty 
Company held at Birmingham, Ala., last week, the president’s report was accepted 
as satisfactory. J. W. Minor was elected to the vice-presidency in place of 
Dr. J. W. Hughes, resigned; H. M. Archbold, Jr., manager of the liability de- 
partment, became secretary, and Cary F. Baker, manager of the bonding depart- 
ment, was elected assistant secretary. President Wood reported that the com- 
pany had been admittea to Mississippi and would soon enter Florida and 
Louisiana. 





Surety Notes. 
—The Texas Fidelity and Bonding Company is preparing to double its present 
capital of $200,000. 
—Commercial failures last week in the United States, as reported by R. G. 
Dun & Co., were 246, against 234 the corresponding week last year. There were 
96 in the East, 56 South, 73 West and 21 in the Pacific States, Liabilities of 
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commercial failures reported for April are $1,810,844, against $5,880,604 for 
the same month last year. 

—The United States Fidelity and Guaranty has appointed Alfred G. Ogle 
resident manager of its new casualty department in New York City. 

—The Peoples Surety Company is now located in its new quarters on the 
fourth floor of the Liberty Tower Building, corner of Nassau and Liberty 
Streets, New York. 


—J. C. Moody, formerly with the United Surety of Baltimore, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the bond and burglary department of the Fred L. Gray Com- 
pany of Minneapolis. 

—Postmaster-General Hitchcock has issued an order amending the postal regula- 
tions so as to permit postmasters at first and second-class offices to make use of 
approved bonding companies as sole sureties on their official bonds. It has been 
the practice to accept corporate sureties for one-half the penalty on a postmaster’s 
bond, the other half being personal. The change in the regulation overcomes the 
difficulty experienced by postmasters in larger cities in obtaining individual bonds- 
men, and relieves them of the necessity of placing themselves under obligations 
to those who go upon their bonds. The Postmaster-General has also approved a 
new method of fixing the penalty of postmasters’ bonds. Under the schedule 
formerly used the penalty on postmasters’ bonds in some instances was more than 
$500,000. Under the new schedule the maximum penalty is $200,000, which 
furnishes adequate protection to the Government in view of the fact that every 
subordinate employee holding a position of financial responsibility is also required 
to give bond to the Government. 








‘*Prominent Patrons of Life Insurance.’’ 


THE SPECTATOR has received the following letter from the agency 
director of the Baltimore branch office of one of the leading life in- 
surance companies, which should induce every life insurance agent 
to secure a copy of our standard work ‘‘Prominent Patrons of Life In- 
surance,” for canvassing purposes. Most men in this world, and es- 
pecially reasonable men, are guided by the force of a good example. If 
an insurance man can pgove that successful citizens in the community 
in which he solicits life insurance are prominent patrons of life in- 
surance, such evidence aids him materially in securing new business. 

Following is the letter referred to: 

As you know we think pretty well of your publication ‘Prominent 
Patrons of Life Insurance’’; have kept it on file from year to year. 
Some of the men associated with me here use it with telling effect. 
As an illustration, one of the men told me of two cases that he closed 
very largely by using this as an argument. When he got through 
with John A. F. Rasch, he increased his insurance from $70,000 to 
$100,000, purely through this means. Another young man, J. Morris 
Fowler, he wrote for $5000, and had additional policies sent on from 
the home office to make $50,000, which he placed. 

We give you this information as a matter of encouragement. If it 
is your intention to get out this publication in 1910, and we can assist 
you in getting the amounts, we will be glad to do so, and we will also 
need some of the up-to-date books. ; 


So many requests similar to the foregoing have come to us that it 
is probable that a new edition of “Prominent Patrons of Life Insur- 
ance”’ will be issued in the fall of 1910. In the meantime we have on 
hand several hundred copies of the present edition, and in order to 
stimulate the sale of same, we now offer them at just half of the usual 
prices, namely, 50 cents per copy for those bound in cloth, and 63 
cents for those bound in leather. After the new edition has been 
published, the prices will be restored to $1 per copy in cloth binding, 
and $1.25 in leather binding. Live agents are thus afforded a fine op- 
portunity to procure a strong canvassing document at much less than 
the usual price. Send in your orders at once. Address The Spectator 
Company, 135 William street, New York. 


Valuable Life Insurance Publications. 


The works included in the following list are valuable historical 
documents covering various phases of the development of the life 
insurance business in the United States. An insurance library to be 
complete should have all these works on its shelves. We have for 
sale but one or two copies of the works mentioned : 

Report and Testimony Taken by a Committee of the New York 
Legislature During an Investigation of Life Insurance Companies, 
1877. (Out of print; very rare.) Bound in cloth; price, $95. 

Testimony Taken by a Committee of the New York State Legisla- 
ture on the Petition of Stephen English, 1873. Bound in cloth; 
price, $25. 

Report of a Special Committee of the New York State Legislature 
Appointed to Investigate Tontine Insurance, 1885. Bound in cloth; 


price, $10. 





Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


Investigation of Receiverships, New York Senate, 1883. Bound in 
cloth; price, $25. 

For copies of the above rare works, address The Spectator Com- 
pany, 135 William street, New York. 





Comments upon Claims Arising from Results of Personal Injuries 


“Of particular value to accident underwriters.’’—Rough Notes. 

“T can see that it is a very valuable and useful book.’’—Harvey Cush- 
ing, M. D., Baltimore. 

“To the life and casualty underwriter * * * 
great value.’’—Eastern Underwriter. 

“An exceedingly useful treatise on the relation various injuries bear 
to disease and various diseases to injury.”—The Standard. 

“This work should prove especially valuable to accident underwriters 
and to the medical departments of the various companies.’’—Western 
Insurance Review. 

“The treatise will fill a unique place, as it is the first book in the 
English language that treats the subjects of disease and injury col- 
lectively.’’—Insurance Press. 

“Accept my hearty congratulations on your book. * It must be 
a great satisfaction to have such pleasant things said about it.”—Thos. 
S. Cullen, M. D., Baltimore. 

“The work is very complete in the matters with which it deals and 
will be found of considerable interest to casualty underwriters and ad- 
justers.’’—Journal of Commerce, N. Y. 

“The book treats extensively the relations injury bears to disease and 
disease to injury, the whole subject being handled especially from an 
insurance standpoint.’’—Insurance Field. 

“It seems to me to fill a unique place in medical literature and ought 
to prove a very valuable hand-book for any one who has to deal with 
insurance problems.’’—John Ruhrih, M. D., Baltimore. 

“We should say that this book will prove indispensable to physicians 
and surgeons handling accident claims, and useful to all accident men 
holding representative positions.”—The Coast Review. 

“The book is unique and will be of great value to all physicians 
engaged in insurance work as well as to lawyers and others needing 
references to current literature on this subject.”—Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. 

“This book covers the ground very satisfactorily, and I am sure will 
fill a very important place in surgical literature and reflect great credit 
upon Dr. Magruder, who should be highly complimented upon the work 
he has accomplished.’’—John B. Deaver, M. D., Philadelphia. 

“Your book is excellent, and a most timely contribution to an im- 
portant subject. Curiously enough, I had occasion to use it within five 
minutes after its arrival on the question of claims arising against the 
insurance company in a case of sarcoma following injury.’’—Wm. Osler, 
M. D., Oxford, England. 

“The book will undoubtedly find a large circulation, as the subject of 
‘Workmen’s Compensation’ is one of the most important of the day. 
The book-is of great value to physicians and all who handle or are 
interested in claims from insurance companies, corporations, railroads 
and others.’’—Insurance World. 

“The book will be very serviceable to life and casualty insurance com- 
panies, and will be especially valuable to examining physicians for 
casualty companies and attorneys who wish to thoroughly prepare for 
trial, accident cases.’-—C. H. Harbaugh, author of ‘‘The Adjusters’ 
Manual and Causes of Disability.” 

“A new and valuable work of interest to life and accident men. * * * 
The author of the work is Dr. W. E. Magruder, well known as a medical 
authority in this country. The book goes into considerable detail as 
to diseases which are the result of injuries which have often proved 
troublesome to adjusters in their endeavors to decide between the 
damage resulting from diseases and that due to accident. The book 
* * * can be regarded as a valuable addition to insurance literature 
generally.’’—Insurance Agent. 

“This book is the endeavor of the author to put in convenient readable 
form the relationship existing between injury and disease, a subject 
which hitherto has received but spasmodic consideration by medical 
writers. * * * It is a distinct addition to medical literature, and, 
owing to the thoroughness with which the literature on the subject was 
exhausted, is assured a frequent consultation by those engaged in acci- 
dent suits. Each chapter is followed by a complete bibliography on the 
subject treated.’’—Maryland Medical Journal. 

“ ‘Claims Arising From Results of Personal Injury’ justly merits the 
praise of being one of the most educational expositions of the relation 
injury bears to disease and disease to injury ever contributed by any 
scientist to that mooted subject. This volume will be all the more wel- 
comed by insurance managers, especially of casualty and health insur- 
ance companies, because it embodies such a concise and intelligent 
treatise, showing how personal injuries may affect various diseases and 
how certain diseases may add to claims for accidents by protracting 
recoveries.’’—Views. 

“The treatise has been prepared for the use of claim adjusters, 
lawyers, medical directors, examiners, railroad, railway and steamboat 
claim adjusters, and all persons who are engaged in the investigation, 
prosecution or defense of claims for personal injuries. The author has 
selected over fifty diseases which are associated with injuries and have 
always proved troublesome to adjusters in their efforts to decide between 
the damage resulting from disease and that due to accident. Each dis- 
ease is discussed in its relation to trauma, and the views of the leading 
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medical authorities are placed before the reader in a brief but com- 
prehensive manner.’’—Weekly Underwriter. 

“Dr. Magruder’s book is one of the few contributions to the subject 
of insurance examinations and deals with the relation that injury bears 
to disease and disease to injury. The volume treats of some fifty odd 
diseases, to which trauma has some definite relation, and whilst con- 
densed, contains a great deal of accurate and useful matter. The bibli- 
ographic references are especially useful. Citations have been made 
from authoritative articles in every case. The index is particularly full, 
and, taking it all in all, the book should prove of great service to all 
those who have to do with the adjusting of accident insurance claims.” 
—Bulletin of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland. 

“A work on ‘Claims Arising from Results of Personal Injuries’ has 
been prepared by W. Edward Magruder, M. D., and published by the 
Spectator Company, Chicago and New York. The relation which per- 
sonal injuries may bear to various diseases, and the way in which 
certain diseases may add to claims for accidents by protracting recovery, 
have always presented difficulties to claim adjusters, lawyers, medical 
directors and others engaged in the investigation, prosecution or defense 
of such claims. The author has selected over fifty diseases which are 
associated with injuries, and gives under each the opinions of the lead- 
ing medical authorities, with comment. $2.50.’""—Northeastern Reporter. 


The Spectator Company are sole selling agents and publishers of 
“Claims Arising from the Results of Personal Injuries.’’ Price, $2.50. 





TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION. 


The New York Legislative Investigation. 
[SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE SPECTATOR.] 


Albany, May 25.—The Assembly, this morning, concurred in the investi- 
gation resolution as passed by the Senate, which includes an investiga- 
tion of industrial insurance. LANCASTER. 





—W. M. Horner has just opened offices at 422 Main Street, Springfield, III, 
where he is representing the Northern Life of Illinois as general agent. 


—The eighth supreme meeting of the Court of Honor will be held in the 
assembly room of the Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind, June 21 to 23. The 
Claypool will be the headquarters of the supreme officers. 











JUST PUBLISHED 
A NEW WORK ON A NEW SUBJECT 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY 


As Applied Under Accident 


and Health Insurance Policies. 
By C. H. HARBAUGH, M.D. 


An instructive work for managers, adjusters, medical directors, law- 
yers and examiners connected with life, health, and accident insurance 
companies, showing how the condition of health is affected by illness 
and accident, also treating of death through post-mortem appearances. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY is a book on diagnosis and prognosis, treat- 
ing of accidents, illnesses and poisons which result in disability. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY gives a description of all accidents, 
illnesses and poisons which can occur to policyholders or those 
who may be injured through the negligence of others. 


CAlJSES OF DISABILITY contains a number of chapters in con- 
nection with accident and health insurance on subjects which 
have never before been considered. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY consists of seven hundred pages, pro- 
fusely illustrated with ao and plates, many of the plates 
being in colors, bound handsomely in cloth. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY is a treatise on health and accident ad- 
justments valuable alike to physician and lawyer. 


Price per Copy - - - = $6.00 
Ten Copies for $50.90 
Address all orders to the Sole Selling Agents for the Insurance World 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
135 William Street, - - - New York 

















